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Abstract 

Artificial intelligence (AI) developments enable human capability to deliver the same 
outcome at a lower cost. This research performs a high-level matching between AI 
solutions and challenges within the port area by developing a novel academic 
approach. This way, the matching is carried out more structured than when one (man-
ager, developer, challenge owner, etc.) fulfils it based on their opinion without follow-
ing any structured approach. Therefore, the study defines first a comprehensive typol-
ogy of port stakeholders’ challenges, which can be solved via AI solutions. This typology 
presents challenges, including their main issues, widespread impact, and potential 
solutions. A state-of-the-art review of AI solutions that can address these challenges 
is carried out in parallel. Secondly, this review clearly distinguishes between AI solu-
tions based on their technology and functionality. Thirdly, this research selects 
an appropriate AI solution for addressing each identified challenge in the port opera-
tion by upgrading the Gale–Shapley algorithm. Finally, it shows that the most critical 
presented AI solutions in this study use various machine learning (ML) techniques. 
Besides, concerning the AI solution’s reusability feature and the result of high-level 
matching, this research shows that the implementation phase effort can be drastically 
reduced by using the recently developed matching algorithm.
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Introduction
Ports constitute an important economic activity in coastal areas, being gates to the 
world for transportation within the international trade process. They also act as a cru-
cial connection between sea and land transport. There are many challenges in this area, 
making port operations relatively complex, with recent research showing that solving 
these challenges will bring various benefits to the local and regional economy and the 
environment (Jeevan et al. 2015), (DeChant 2019). Furthermore, container shipping is 
one of the broadest industries in the world and can reap the most considerable benefits 
from applying AI technologies within its operations (Chui et al. 2018). Then there would 
be several motivations for availing AI technology in the port and shipping industry. For 
instance, AI can help optimize port and shipping operations, reduce waiting times and 
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congestion, increase vessel and cargo throughput, and improve overall efficiency (Char-
gui et al. 2021; Darendeli et al. 2021; Martins et al. 2020). AI technology can also enhance 
safety by analyzing and predicting potential hazards, preventing accidents, and mitigat-
ing risks (Lee et al. 2020; Michail et al. 2015). By automating specific tasks and optimiz-
ing operations, AI can help reduce labor, fuel consumption, and maintenance costs (Ma 
et al. 2020; Yan et al. 2021). AI can furthermore help reduce the environmental impact 
of the port and shipping industry by optimizing vessel routes, lowering emissions, and 
promoting more sustainable practices (Cammin et al. 2020; El Mekkaoui et al. 2020). AI 
technology can finally help ports and shipping companies stay competitive by improving 
operational efficiency and effectiveness (Niestadt et al. 2019; Shen et al. 2017).

Similarly, developers put considerable effort into AI-based solutions that can solve 
challenges in both logistics and ports. However, managers tend to make decisions based 
on their personal preferences, knowledge, or experience to implement those AI solutions 
or by looking at consultant advice. Therefore, it is not a reliable decision when stake-
holders would implement an AI solution to solve a challenge. In addition, AI technolo-
gies are new and experimental, so there is limited information about related projects 
(Davenport 2018). Choosing the right AI solution requires specialized IT knowledge, 
which port stakeholders may lack (Murphy 2012). Sharing this valuable knowledge with 
port stakeholders can enhance their awareness of the appropriate types of AI solutions 
that can be employed to surmount challenges effectively.

A matching process is required to find the best AI solution for solving a challenge in 
the port area and effectively link the specific requirements of port challenges with the 
capabilities and features of AI solutions (Abououf et al. 2018). Nevertheless, no struc-
tured method exists to help stakeholders match AI solutions and challenges and deter-
mine the right decision. Moreover, the lack of a clear structure for matching AI solutions 
with existing challenges would affect the final results (DIckerson et al. 2021).

Therefore, a high-level matching under academic and scientific approach builds a 
structure that can assist port stakeholders in perceiving which AI solution with specific 
functionalities can solve which challenge(s) with certain attributes. To that purpose, 
a three-level approach is utilized to answer the following research question. "What is 
the structured method to find the best AI solution for overcoming a challenge in port and 
shipping industries?".

This approach contains both desk and empirical research to fill the gap in the literature. 
The study objective is to find the best AI solution to solve a challenge for port stakehold-
ers. In this manner, one facet of this approach involves formulating an exhaustive list of 
challenges within port operations, which can be addressed through AI-based solutions. 
The port challenges list is compiled after conducting a comprehensive literature review. 
In parallel, the study generates a review of AI solutions that can address these challenges 
by organizing interviews. Finally, another approach’s level is dedicated to developing and 
applying a new method for matching identified challenges and AI solutions.

This high-level matching turns into a guideline when stakeholders tend to implement 
an AI solution and gives insight into which AI solution from a potential list should be 
customized for solving their challenge. Moreover, as stated by Moscoso-López et  al. 
(2021), all stakeholders in port areas can benefit from scientifically-founded indications 
in which AI technology addresses multiple problems, being the foundational future of 
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businesses in the port ecosystem. Consequently, this can also increase the maturity level 
of port stakeholders from the digitalization viewpoint, including AI technology develop-
ment (Sadiq et al. 2021).

On the other hand, AI developers also need access to a new academic structured 
methodology for decision-making regarding implementing AI solutions. Providing AI 
developers with this knowledge can also assist them in identifying the most promising 
areas for further exploration. Therefore, novel research is needed to provide advice on 
implementing AI solutions that address most port challenges and reduce the effort in 
the implementation phase by choosing the right solution right from the beginning, with 
the help of the matching algorithm. Accordingly, this can also contribute to raising the 
overall market maturity level regarding digital solutions like AI.

Besides, due to the adherence of the port and shipping industry to traditional tech-
niques and its challenging nature for digitalization (Alop 2019; Babica et al. 2019; ESPO 
2021; Fruth and Teuteberg 2017), a lack of alignment has always persisted between the 
expectations of stakeholders engaged in port operations and what the technology devel-
opers provide. The present study and its matching concept also have the potential to 
expedite this alignment process and enhance the operational efficiency of operations in 
ports through the availing of developed AI solutions.

This study is structured as follows: after this brief introduction, Sect.  "Literature 
review" presents the current paper’s approach, providing details regarding the steps 
taken to identify a matching algorithm to collect data regarding challenges and deter-
mine AI solutions’ characteristics. Section  3 then presents a comprehensive literature 
review regarding the existing gap and the methods associated with matching algorithms. 
Afterward, Sect.  "Maritime challenges and AI solutions" delivers the identified chal-
lenges and AI solutions in detail. Sect.  "Case study: matching AI solutions and chal-
lenges" exhibits the empirical results of matching port challenges with AI solutions. 
Finally, Sect. "Conclusion" presents conclusions and indications for further research.

Approach
Three research steps are carried out to gather the related data for matching port chal-
lenges and AI solutions. Firstly, as this study aims to find the appropriate AI solution to 
address port challenges, an in-depth literature review is conducted to identify the best 
algorithm for matching challenges with AI solutions. The method applied to gather data 
for this investigation process is detailed in Sect. "Matching algorithm". The second step 
then collects data on a comprehensive list of challenges. The method used for this step 
is presented in Sect. "Identifying port challenges". Next, a list of AI solutions is also put 
forward in a parallel research step, which is explained in Sect. "Identifying AI solutions".

Figure 1 illustrates the approach taken by this research to match AI solutions and chal-
lenges. The dark grey-colored boxes here indicate the data collection methods followed 
in this study. In contrast, the light grey-colored boxes show how this data and informa-
tion is collected in each intermediary step. Besides, the light grey-colored circles repre-
sent the investigation results of the collected data.

The primary aim of this study is to identify the most effective AI solutions for spe-
cific challenges faced by port stakeholders. The research objective is two-fold: first, to 
develop a robust matching algorithm to determine the best match between the two 
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sides (challenges and AI solutions), and second, to advise industry stakeholders on 
the optimal AI solutions for addressing their specific challenges. The initial objective 
is aligned with the research question as it aims to discover a structured approach for 
matching challenges with AI solutions. A second objective is to validate the desig-
nated matching algorithm. Given the dual nature of the problem, involving both AI 
solutions and port challenges, two distinct research steps are necessary to collect the 
data required for validating the matching algorithm.

The first step of the research explores the functionality of a proper matching algo-
rithm to be used in this specific issue. As such, this step entails conducting a com-
prehensive literature review to identify existing matching algorithms and techniques 
that have successfully addressed similar problems across different domains. This step 
provides valuable insights into the most effective and efficient algorithms currently 
available.

As mentioned earlier, validating the matching algorithm between challenges and AI 
solutions requires equally gathering data on both sides. Therefore, as a second step, 
this study collects information on challenges through a desk research approach, utiliz-
ing a literature review method for two key reasons. First, a literature review provides 
a comprehensive and systematic approach to identifying and gathering information on 
various challenges. By analyzing a wide range of sources, including academic journals, 
books, and other publications, this study can ensure that it captures the most relevant 
and exhaustive information on challenges faced by port stakeholders. Second, a litera-
ture review allows for a standardized and replicable approach to data collection. This is 
important in ensuring that the study’s findings are reliable and can be replicated in future 
research. By using a literature review, this study can be confident that it has collected a 
representative sample of challenges faced by the industry and that these challenges have 
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been identified using a standardized approach. Besides, the academic database mainly 
contains applied research in which use cases from the industry have been included.

In contrast to the desk research approach used to collect information on challenges, 
this study employs an experimental research method to gather data on AI solutions 
within the third research step. There are several advantages to using interview-based 
research methods to collect data on AI solutions in the port and shipping industries. 
Firstly, interviews with developers can provide detailed and in-depth information on the 
functionality and technical aspects of AI solutions. This can be especially useful in iden-
tifying AI solutions’ specific features and capabilities, most effectively addressing differ-
ent challenges. Secondly, interviews with individual developers with direct experience or 
expertise with AI solutions can provide valuable first-hand perspectives on the unique 
use cases associated with implementing AI in the field. This can help identify practical 
insights and best practices that may not be readily apparent from desk research. Finally, 
since this paper aims to investigate innovative research on AI solutions in the port and 
shipping industries, interviews can be a valuable source of new and previously unidenti-
fied insights.

Matching algorithm

A thorough literature review is undertaken to discern a scientific methodology for effec-
tively pairing challenges with AI solutions within port environments. This literature 
review investigates studies released since 1950. The entire literature review process is 
depicted in Fig. 2.

Table 1 shows the results of searching "Query 1" in Fig. 2 based on journals. The right 
column here presents the proportion of successful results for all searches in each jour-
nal. These fractions represent the ratio of publications related to the matching algorithm 
to the number of publications searched for in that particular journal. For instance, in the 
first row of Table 1, "1/5" indicates that among five publications found in the "Discrete 
Applied Mathematics" journal, only one introduces an algorithm for tackling matching 

Fig. 2 Literature review process for identifying matching algorithm
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challenges and AI solutions. The following sub-section puts forward the method used to 
identify challenges that port stakeholders face within their operations.

Identifying port challenges

Identifying and presenting port challenges begins with an exhaustive literature review 
(see Fig. 3). The main purpose is to provide a comprehensive and categorized list of the 
port and maritime transport industry’s challenges, which AI can solve. There have been 
many studies on these terms, with this study gathering all challenges data from the port, 
marine, and shipping transport journals.

The resulting list of challenges is presented from a three-level perspective: micro (opti-
mization and prediction of own operation), macro (prediction of external factors and 

Table 1 Overview of search results for Matching methods literature review

Journal Keywords: Matching algorithm, Graph matching 
algorithm, Bipartite Graph matching algorithm, 
Weighted bipartite graph matching algorithm, 
Unweighted bipartite graph matching 
algorithm

Discrete Applied Mathematics 1/5

Computer vision and image understanding 0/3

Computer science 1/5

Pattern recognition letter 1/3

Naval research logistics quarterly 2/2

Association for computing machinery 1/2

Political Economy 1/3

The American Mathematical Monthly 1/2

Information processing letter 1/4

Mathematical Programming 2/4

IEEE Xplor 0/7

Transportation Research Record 1/6

Computability journal 1/1

Total results 13/47

Fig. 3 Literature review process for identifying challenges
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optimization in a process that involves more than one organization), and sustainability. 
All these challenges are concerned with a specific port operation area, presented below:

• Waterside: This section includes infrastructure such as berth, quay, and sea carriers.
• Landside: This operation area performs activities such as importing and exporting 

containers, managing empty containers, and moving containers in the yard.
• Hinterland: This section is known as the truck, barge, and train operation area.

The following sub-section presents the method for identifying AI solutions imple-
mented before, in, or beyond port areas.

Identifying AI solutions

Extra research is carried out here as a response to a lack of overview concerning whether 
and which AI solutions can be used in ports up to the present date. Therefore, a list of 
associated AI solutions has been made, which provides an overview of AI solutions that 
could address the challenges of the maritime transport industry, especially regarding 
port operations and their stakeholders.

Data regarding various AI solutions is collected through semi-structured interviews, 
addressing comprehensive questions. This way, knowledge from two research groups, 
Internet, Technology and Data Science Lab (IDlab) Antwerp and IDlab Ghent, is 
collected.

• The IDLab Antwerp research group is associated with the University of Antwerp 
and Imec. Researchers affiliated with this group perform fundamental and applied 
research on wireless technology, AI, and the Internet of Things (IoT).

• IDLab Ghent performs fundamental and applied research on internet technology 
and data science. Major research areas here are ML and data mining; semantic intel-
ligence; distributed intelligence for IoT; cloud and big data infrastructures; multime-
dia processing; wireless and fixed networking; and electromagnetic, and high-speed 
circuits and systems.

These questions addressed to researchers have the goal of extracting the necessary 
information about the technology and infrastructure used to develop AI solutions, their 
target (optimization or prediction), the outcomes of these AI solutions after implemen-
tation, required input and data to develop them, and the future of these AI solutions. 
Eventually, these outcomes were gathered in a consistent report and are provided in 
brief in this research effort.

The AI solutions collected through experimental research within this step have already 
been developed to address specific challenges in port operations. The underlying con-
cept behind adopting this particular approach is to simultaneously contribute to both 
practice and academia. Hence, the research gathers data pertaining to those AI solutions 
and broadens practical insights. It highlights additional challenges that can potentially 
be addressed using these solutions. Equally, existing port challenges identified during 
the literature review are listed within the study. This approach also enriches the existing 
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academic literature by identifying suitable AI solutions for each of the established chal-
lenges within the literature.

Literature review
AI encompasses various branches within the field of computer science that aim to 
develop intelligent solutions capable of performing tasks that typically require human 
intelligence. Recently, organizations have moved beyond the experimental stage and are 
actively implementing AI technologies, leading to the widespread adoption of AI across 
numerous industries (Daitan 2021). Mckinsey (2019) stated that approximately 60% of 
companies have experienced revenue growth, while around 40% have effectively reduced 
costs by adopting AI technologies. However, specific barriers may cause companies to 
become conservative in investing further or expanding their AI capabilities. This hesita-
tion often arises from a lack of understanding regarding which type of AI solution can 
effectively address the existing challenges within a company. Consequently, many enter-
prises have yet to embark on developing these innovative technologies.

Moreover, AI technologies are relatively novel innovations, and as projects related to 
AI implementation are inherently experimental, there is limited information available 
about these projects (Davenport 2018). Identifying the optimal AI solution to address 
a challenge necessitates specialized IT knowledge in AI solution development (Murphy 
2012). This knowledge might not exist on the port stakeholders’ side. Therefore, dissemi-
nating this knowledge among port stakeholders can heighten their awareness regarding 
the appropriate AI types for overcoming their challenges. Additionally, this can elevate 
the maturity level of port stakeholders regarding digital solution development, including 
AI technology (Sadiq et al. 2021). Moreover, providing AI developers with this knowl-
edge can also assist them in identifying the most promising areas for further exploration.

Consequently, this can raise the overall market maturity level from a digitalization per-
spective. To that purpose, a matching algorithm is needed to effectively connect the spe-
cific requirements of port challenges with the capabilities and features of AI solutions. 
Besides, by considering various factors such as problem characteristics, and solution 
capabilities, the algorithm can identify the most suitable AI solutions for each challenge 
(Abououf et al. 2018).

A matching algorithm can also consider each challenge’s unique characteristics and 
requirements and suggest AI solutions that align with those specific needs (Flach 2012). 
This ensures that the selected AI solutions are tailored to address the port industry’s 
specific challenges, leading to more effective and targeted problem-solving approaches. 
Besides, evaluating multiple AI solutions based on their performance metrics, compat-
ibility, and applicability to the identified challenges helps to maximize the effectiveness 
and impact of the AI solution in addressing the identified challenge (DIckerson et  al. 
2021).

In addition, by utilizing data on the characteristics of challenges and the capabilities 
of AI solutions, a matching algorithm facilitates data-driven decision-making. It enables 
decision-makers to make informed choices based on objective evaluations and com-
parisons, reducing biases and increasing the likelihood of successful AI implementa-
tion (Kitahara and Okumura 2021). Finally, matching AI solutions and port challenges 
expedites the process of identifying suitable AI solutions for port challenges, saving time 
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and effort that would otherwise be spent on manual evaluation. It helps avoid potential 
trial-and-error approaches, reducing costs associated with ineffective or mismatched AI 
implementations (Aouad and Saritaç 2020).

Despite the existing literature on AI technologies in the port and shipping industries, 
which highlights the extensive research conducted in AI development, there is no frame-
work for matching AI solutions and challenges (see Appendix 1). Only a few publica-
tions have examined the barriers to implementing AI technology in port and maritime 
companies. In contrast, most publications have dedicated their efforts to developing AI 
solutions and demonstrating the specific advantages of AI implementation in various 
segments of port operations and the shipping industry.

The following sub-section presents the literature review results on matching algo-
rithms and discusses the characteristics of the best algorithm to be applied within the 
desired application case.

Literature review regarding matching algorithms

Since the matching problem in this study consists of two elements—AI solutions 
and challenges—it is expected that a bipartite matching in the graph theory will 
be able to address this issue. A graph in this context is made up of  vertices  (also 
called  ’nodes’  or  ’points’), which are connected by  edges  (also called  ’links’  or  ’lines’) 
(Carlson 2020).

A bipartite graph is a graph whose vertices can be divided into two disjoint sets (Skiena 
1990). There are several applications in this regard, such as matching candidates to jobs, 
chairs to desks, surfers to surfboards, etc.

A bipartite graph can be weighted or unweighted. In this respect, a weighted graph 
is one in which each branch has a numerical weight. In a weighted graph, relation-
ships between nodes have a magnitude, which is vital for the connection. In an 
unweighted graph, however, the existence of a relationship is the subject (Elliot Bet-
tilyon 2019). Subsequently, Table 2 lists the bipartite matching algorithms extracted 
in this literature review. These algorithms are presented as follows, with one of them 
selected to tackle matching challenges and AI solutions.

Table 2 shows three unweighted and three weighted algorithms have been identified. 
Nevertheless, although all the algorithms in graph theory science can solve the matching 
problems, convenience in implementing and being appropriate to the current study is a 
significant matter. Therefore, the comparison of algorithms is summarized in Table 3.

This comparison was performed based on the characteristics of algorithms, namely the 
algorithms’ time complexity, the input that needs to run algorithms, and the algorithms’ 
limitations. Finally, one algorithm is selected for matching AI solutions and challenges.

Table 2 Algorithms of bipartite graph

Bipartite graph

Unweighted Weighted

Gale–Shapley algorithm Hungarian algorithm

Hopcroft–Karp algorithm Cycle cancelling algorithm

Ford–Fulkerson algorithm LP network simplex algorithm
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According to the run time, the following observations are made: if there are V verti-
ces in a bipartite graph, then n numbers belong to one set, and m numbers belong to 
another. This study presents vertices by V ( V = n+m ). Besides, f is the maximum flow 
in the graph, C is the maximum weight (cost) of edges and U is the maximum edges’ 
capacity. U, f, and C here are positive and higher than 1. Moreover, in some instances, 
the runtime of algorithms has been approximately calculated. Therefore, the Gale–Shap-
ley algorithm can probably match AI solutions and challenges in less time.

Table 3 illustrates that weighted algorithms always need more input than unweighted 
algorithms. Moreover, among unweighted algorithms, the Hopcroft-Karp can run with 
less input.

This study aims to match AI solutions and challenges based on a set of assumptions 
as follows: 1. Each AI solution can solve more than one challenge, with no limitation 
regarding the maximum number of challenges that one AI solution can solve; 2. Since 
finding the best match is the study’s objective, it is mandatory to compare potential 
matching alternatives.

The Ford-Fulkerson, cycle cancelling, and Gale–Shapley algorithms satisfy assumption 
1. Moreover, they can also set a capacity for each vertex to match other vertices. There-
fore, if one AI solution can solve multiple challenges, assigned capacity to each AI solu-
tion can let this occur.

The second assumption refers to making the best match among all the potential alter-
natives. This way, if two respective AI solutions can solve a particular challenge, the 
algorithm must decide upon the best choices. To overcome the above matter, deciding 
based on each alternative’s value is required. For example, weighted bipartite graphs 
indicate this value by the weight of each edge. Furthermore, the Gale–Shapley algorithm 
can define this value by each vertex’s list of preferences. Accordingly, if the Gale–Shapley 
algorithm can match two different vertices in set A with a vertex in set B, it will match 

Table 3 Conclusion of literature review

Algorithms Run time Input Limitations

Gale–Shapley (Gale and 
Shapley 1962; Roth 1984)

n×m n×m matrix for each set 
of vertices (List of prefer-
ences)

–

Hopcroft-Karp (Micali and 
Vazirani 1980; Motwani 
1994)

(n×m−min(n,m))
√
n+m n×m matrix (A 

unweighted bipartite 
graph)

Does not satisfy 
assumption 2 and 1

Ford-Fulkerson (Backman 
and Huynh 2018)

(n×m−min(n,m))× f n×m matrix (A 
unweighted bipartite 
graph) and capacity of 
each vertices

Does not satisfy 
assumption 2

Hungarian (Kuhn 1956) (n+m)3 = n
3 +m

3+

2n2m+ 2nm2 + 1

n×m matrix (Cost of 
matching vertices)

Does not satisfy 
assumption 1

Cycle cancelling (Shepherd 
and Zhang 1999; Nassir 
et al. 2014)

(n×m−min(n,m))× C × U n×m matrix (Cost of 
matching vertices) and 
capacity and supply/
demand of vertices

–

LP Network Simplex (Orlin 
1997; Tarjan 1997)

(n+m)(n×m−min(n,m))

log(n+m) log((n+m)C)

n×m matrix (Cost of 
matching vertices)

Does not satisfy 
assumption 1
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the vertex in set B with the best vertex in set A, based on the list of preferences of the 
vertex in set B.

According to the assumptions of the problem, Table 3 shows the algorithm that does 
not satisfy those assumptions. Therefore, this matter can limit utilizing this particular 
algorithm for matching AI solutions and challenges. In this respect, the Gale–Shap-
ley and cycle cancelling do not have any limitations among any algorithms. Therefore, 
the Gale–Shapley algorithm is preferred over the cycle-canceling algorithm for several 
reasons.

Firstly, the Gale–Shapley algorithm guarantees a stable matching solution, meaning no 
incentives exist for any participant to deviate from their assigned match. On the other 
hand, the cycle-canceling algorithm may result in unstable solutions where participants 
have motives to break their matches and form new ones. Secondly, the Gale–Shapley 
algorithm is quicker than cycle canceling. This makes it efficient even for larger datasets. 
Besides, the cycle-canceling algorithm typically has exponential time complexity, mak-
ing it less scalable for more significant problem instances.

Additionally, the Gale–Shapley algorithm exhibits an elegant and intuitive mechanism 
for matching participants based on their preferences. It optimizes the participants’ pref-
erences while ensuring stability. Conversely, the cycle-canceling algorithm may involve 
more complex steps and require additional optimizations to achieve similar results.

To sum up, the Gale–Shapley algorithm offers a compelling combination of stabil-
ity, efficiency, and simplicity, making it a superior choice for matching AI solutions and 
challenges in this research.

Modified Gale–Shapley matching algorithm

This subsection modifies the selected algorithm for matching AI solutions and chal-
lenges. Accordingly, the keywords associated with the Gale–Shapley algorithm termi-
nology are clarified as follows:

Proposing/Sending proposal: the bipartite graph has two sides, in which sending a 
proposal happens when one member of one side matches with the other side’s mem-
bers. This proposal can either be rejected or accepted by the proposal receiver.

List of preferences: each member in the Gale–Shapley algorithm must rank other 
members of the other side based on their preferences. This list can be incomplete.

The Gale–Shapley algorithm starts by sending a proposal from a member of one 
side of the bipartite graph to a member of the other side. This way, the algorithm 
ends when it processes the preferences list of all members of the proposer side. There 
are two possibilities for this: 1. The algorithm matches the member of the proposer 
side with one member from another side; 2. If one member of the proposer side has 
received rejection by its preference list members, it remains unmatched.

The input of this method is retrieved from two sides, which might conflict with each 
other. In this study, challenge preferences are gathered through a literature review, and 
AI solution preferences have been collected from developers. Hence, it is necessary to 
propose from one side and check whether another accepts the proposal.

The Gale–Shapley algorithm is used to solve stable matching problems. The stability 
of the matching between challenges and AI solutions is needed because this research 
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tends to find the most appropriate AI solution for solving each challenge. Therefore, a 
pair (Challenge A, Solution B) shouldn’t exist in which both members prefer each other 
to their partner under the Gale–Shapley algorithm.

There are two variants of the Gale–Shapley algorithm: the classical version, which 
solves the stable marriage problem for two sets of agents with equal size, and the "college 
admissions" version, which solves a related problem where a set of students are seeking 
to be admitted to a set of colleges (two sets of agents with unequal size) (Fenoaltea et al. 
2021). The second version is considered in this study. Both variants of the Gale–Shap-
ley algorithm are only optimal for the proposer side. For instance, if the study runs the 
algorithm through proposing by the challenges side, the result is optimal only for the 
challenges side. On the other hand, if the algorithm operates by proposing from the AI 
solutions side, the result is optimal for AI solutions.

Nevertheless, the equitable, stable matching problem (ESMP) aims to find a stable 
matching solution with avoiding bias towards either side. ESMP is more appropriate for 
the current study scenario than the classic SMP. Several heuristic methods have been 
proposed concerning ESMP. For instance, Gelain et al. (2010) developed a local search 
algorithm to find a fair solution for a small problem. Roth and John H. Vande Vate (1990) 
showed that randomly pairing two sides starting from an arbitrary matching can result 
in a stable solution with probability 1, but it does not guarantee fairness. Iwama et al. 
(2010) designed an approximation algorithm that can produce a stable solution with 
time complexity of n3 + 1.

Giannakopoulos et al. (2016) created a heuristic algorithm that allows both men and 
women to make proposals, repeatedly leading to a fair solution. Since this study aims 
to find the best match for both sides, it also modifies the Gale–Shapley algorithm by 
running it twice (phase 1—Challenges proposed and phase 2—AI solution proposed) to 
avoid discrimination between the two sides of the problem. It then avails a heuristics-
weighted approach to deal with inequality in each phase’s results.

First, the algorithm runs by sending proposals from challenges to AI solutions at phase 
1. Second, the algorithm runs in reverse, which means it operates by sending proposals 
from AI solutions to the challenges at phase 2. Finally, the results of these two phases 
might be different. Therefore, phase 3 compares the result. In other words, phase 2 val-
idates the result of phase 1, and in case of a difference between the results of phases 
(phase 1 and phase 2), phase 3 will decide which phase’s result is better. These phases are 
explained in the following sub-sections.

Phase 1. Proposing by challenges

In this phase, challenges send a proposal to AI solutions in their list of preferences. Due 
to assumption 1, it would be better to implement AI solutions that can solve more chal-
lenges. Hence, the algorithm in this phase sets the capacity of AI solutions as infinite, 
which means that each AI solution can accept the proposal of numerous challenges. 
Therefore, if a challenge sends a proposal to an AI solution and exists in that AI solutions 
preferences list, the AI solution will accept the proposal. The algorithm run in phase 1 is 
presented in Appendix 2.
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Phase 2. Proposing by AI solutions

In phase 2, the procedure starts as in phase 1, but with two significant differences. The 
first point distinguishing these two phases is sending proposals by AI solutions instead 
of challenges, broadly affecting the algorithm. Second, during the interviews, AI solu-
tions developers validated that each identified challenge could be solved totally by one of 
the identified AI solutions. Therefore, this phase considers each challenge can be paired 
with one AI solution. The capacity of each challenge in accepting AI solutions proposals 
is one.

Consequently, based on hypotheses in the Gale–Shapley algorithm, only one AI solu-
tion pairs with each challenge. Accordingly, if the number of AI solutions is less than the 
number of challenges, the algorithm of phase 2 must run more than once. Each time the 
algorithm runs here, the number of challenges that pair with AI solutions is less or equal 
to the number of AI solutions. Thus, the algorithm runs on several occasions to pair all 
the challenges. The algorithm of phase 2 is presented in Appendix 2.

Phase 3. Comparing pairs that are made in phases 1 and 2

The result of phase 1 is optimal from the challenges’ perspective, and, in contrast, phase 
2 provides results that satisfy the AI solutions’ perspectives. Therefore, phase 3 intends 
to compare the results of the two previous phases while finding the most appropriate AI 
solution for each challenge.

First, phase 3 validates the duplicate pairs within these two phases because they 
are optimal for both sides simultaneously. Subsequently, this phase compares the AI 
solution assigned to a challenge in phases 1 and 2 in other pairs. This comparison 
finds the more effective pair between the two pairs with the same challenge. Although 
the selected pair is optimal for only one side, this is better than the other pair for the 
other side.

To compare pairs, the new algorithm sequence is as follows: a) the differentiation 
between AI solutions’ ranking in the preferences list of the challenge must be calcu-
lated; b) the algorithm finds the difference of the challenge’s rank in the preferences 
list of the AI solutions assigned to it. Since the number of challenges and AI solu-
tions might be non-equal, to normalize the amount of (a) and (b), the count of AI solu-
tions and challenges multiply by (a) and (b), respectively. The reason for this is that if 
one challenge gets the rank X among Y amount of challenges, and an AI solution gets 
rank X among Z amount of AI solutions, and Y > Z, then the position of the challenge 
is better than the AI solution’s position. The following sub-section puts forward the 
overview of challenges AI solutions that are used further in the empirical part of this 
research.

Maritime challenges and AI solutions
This section presents the challenges and AI solutions identified within port areas. 
Table 4 shows the description of the challenge. The AI solutions implemented before in 
or beyond port areas by the developer in this field are listed in Table 5.
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Table 4 Overview of challenges in port operation area

Title of challenge (Area) Description Source

Optimizing ship stowage planning 
(Waterside)

Finding containers’ optimal position on 
the ship
Increasing economic and safety impact
Optimizing cranes’ planning using AI

Shen et al. (2017)

Reducing sea going vessel delays 
(Waterside)

Not sailing in a predetermined time 
window
Using infrastructure capacity better
Using AI by including weather and 
route conditions in ETA

Parolas (2016)

Predicting of inland vessel ETA (Water-
side)

Estimating arrival time of inland vessel
Planning infrastructure better
Using AI instead of manually data 
entering in AIS

Meijer (2017)

Optimizing ship queuing (Waterside) Planning the sequence of loading/
unloading of ships
Reducing ship waiting time
Finding the required numbers of infra-
structure at the berth by using AI

Shahpanah et al. (2014a, b)

Centralizing berth allocation (Water-
side)

Assigning vessel to berth for loading/
unloading
Reducing turnaround time
Simulating by including the planning 
of vessels and the number of berths

Leon et al. (2017)

Optimizing quay Crane (QC) assign-
ment (Waterside)

Assigning vessel to QC for loading/
unloading
Enhancing handling capacity
Planning time of the QC by using AI

Atak et al. (2021)

Detecting ship and ships traffic 
(Waterside)

Measuring and monitoring a ship’s 
activity
Increasing economic and maritime 
impact
Identifying and classifying ships by AI

Song et al. (2020)

Reducing vessel turnaround time 
(Waterside)

Reducing the time from arrival to 
departure of the vessel
Increasing customer satisfaction and 
attracting more vessels
Addressing vessel scheduling by using 
AI

Stepec et al. (2020)

Predicting the risk range of ship’s berth-
ing velocity (Waterside)

Controlling the vessel’s speed during 
mooring
Reducing the occurrence of damage to 
the berth equipment or the hull
Finding safe speed

Lee et al. (2020)

Reducing vessel waiting time (Water-
side)

Reducing the time between arrival and 
load/unloading
Increasing advantages of container 
terminals and attracting more vessels
Analyzing berthing time based on 
demand and capacity

Shahpanah et al. (2014a, b)

Predicting loading and unloading 
container demand (Waterside)

Preparing guidelines of requirements at 
the quayside
Optimizing the loading and unloading 
of vessels
Predicting by Artificial Neural Network 
(ANN)

Yang and Chang (2020)

Lowering emissions in shipping 
(Waterside)

Reducing emission
Reducing air pollution
Reducing wasted time and developing 
process

EI Mekkaoui et al. (2020)
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Table 4 (continued)

Title of challenge (Area) Description Source

Optimizing yard truck routing (Land-
side)

Determining the optimal route for 
transporting containers between the 
yard and the quayside
Enhancing the capacity of the yard and 
quayside
Assigning a truck to a specific quay 
crane

Stojaković and Twrdy (2021)

Optimizing of yard truck scheduling 
(Landside)

Controlling delay and waste of time
Reducing congestion and waiting time 
of yard trucks
Simulating trucks at the yard

Wang et al. (2015)

Predicting container relocation (Land-
side)

Obtaining a sequence of containers 
moves
Reducing required space to retrieve 
containers
Retrieving container by including 
destination and departure time

Zhang et al. (2020)

Optimizing scheduling of yard crane 
(Landside)

Scheduling YC to reduce the sum of 
job waiting times
Facilitating yard operations
Scheduling YC by including space and 
workloads

Sharif et al. (2012)

Generating optimal yard block alloca-
tion (Landside)

Allocating of required space for con-
tainer storage
Reducing space limitations
Considering containers information for 
assigning block

Kim and Park (2003)

Reducing congestion at terminals’ 
gates (Hinterland)

Generating inefficiency and costs in 
the hinterland
Optimizing the pattern of truck arrival
Employing AI technologies for upgrad-
ing equipment

Alagesan (2017)

Predicting unforeseen trucks delays 
(Hinterland)

Affecting port’s customer satisfaction 
index
Gaining benefits from the prediction of 
trucks’ arrival time
Pre- collecting info on containers that 
are transported by road

Azab and Eltawil (2016)

Optimizing truck queuing at gate 
(Hinterland)

Reducing long waiting times for trucks 
in queues
Reducing freight costs
Using data analysis for prioritizing 
gate-ins

Jin et al. (2021)

Complex scheduling of rail mounted 
gantry crane (Hinterland)

Mapping of loading and unloading, as 
well as cargo storage tasks
Scheduling by including complexity 
and workload

Wang and Zhu (2019)

Reducing truck and train waiting time 
excess (Hinterland)

Reducing the unproductive time 
between arrival and load/unloading
Reducing undesirable impact on the 
operation of other companies

Jin et al. (2021)

Integrating individual appointment 
systems (Hinterland)

Appointment systems determine the 
arrival times based on internal capacity
It contributes to reducing traffic and 
congestion

Ramadhan and Wasesa (2020)

Reducing truck and train turnaround 
time (Hinterland)

Optimizing the total time spent in the 
terminal
Reducing the number of resources
Increasing economic and reducing 
environmental impact

Karam et al. (2019)
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Table 4 (continued)

Title of challenge (Area) Description Source

Recognizing assets like containers, 
truck or vessels (All Port area)

Monitoring and positioning of the 
container
Preventing inefficient movement

Mi et al. (2019)

Registering container damage (All Port 
area)

Registering and centralizing container 
damage
Reducing waste time to filling assertion

Panchapakesan et al. (2018)

Predicting container demand (All Port 
area)

Predicting the precise number of 
containers entering the yard
Enhancing the efficiency of container 
terminal

Yang and Chang (2020)

Reducing container dwell time (All Port 
area)

Reducing the amount of time that a 
container spends within a port
Enhancing throughput
Planning by including space limitation 
and departure time

Heilig et al. (2020)

Reducing emission and noise (All Port 
area)

Reducing prolong queues
Reducing traffic congestion
Reducing waiting and turnaround time

Xiaoju et al. (2013)

Predicting fuel and energy consump-
tion (All Port area)

Preventing global warming and energy 
shortages
Reducing emission
Predicting consumption of renewable 
energy by AI

Kim and Kim (2018)

Table 5 Overview of AI solutions to tackle port challenges

Title of AI solution Description Source

Smart waterway Developing autonomous barges in urban 
waterways with low-cost sensor systems
Detecting and localizing obstacles in the 
waterway
Finding the optimal path by a navigation 
agent
localizing seamless handovers, even blind 
spots (e.g., under bridges)
Using computer vision and sensor fusion 
technology

IDlab Antwerp (2021)

Demand prediction Predicting demand for better matching 
with supply
Using reinforcement learning as a tech-
nology

IDlab Antwerp (2020a, b, c)

Resource allocation Optimizing gate allocation in a warehouse 
to reduce the distance
Using reinforcement learning as a tech-
nology

IDlab Antwerp (2020a, b, c)

Optimized shelf placement Optimizing shelf placement in the ware-
house
Using reinforcement learning as a tech-
nology

IDlab Antwerp (2020a, b, c)

Resource-efficient AI Designing computational power- and 
resource-efficient autonomous robotic 
platform for an industrial warehouse
Improving human worker job satisfaction 
and safety
Using ML as a technology

IDlab Antwerp (2020a, b, c)
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Table 5 (continued)

Title of AI solution Description Source

Data-driven control Controlling chemical plants, processes, 
systems, robotics, ships
Employing reinforcement learning as a 
technology

IDlab Antwerp (2022a, b)

Lock optimization Navigating and scheduling solutions for 
inland waterway transport
Predicting ETA and accurate vessel 
positioning
Using ML as a technology

IDlab Antwerp (2020a, b, c)

Large-scale simulation Simulation-based testing of large-scale 
Internet of Things applications
Focusing on efficiency and accuracy
Simulating operations of various port-
related activities
Using digital twin as a technology

IDlab Antwerp (2022a, b)

Control flexibility in industrial processes Controlling algorithm to characterize
Reducing  CO2 emissions to bed for the 
overall industrial and energy ecosystem
Employing deep learning and the Markov 
decision process as a technology

IDlab Gent (2021)

Applied building photovoltaics Improving the energy yield prediction of 
solar panels
Developing techniques for predictive 
maintenance of solar panels
Reducing the overall carbon footprint
Employing neural networks as a technol-
ogy

IDlab Gent (2020a, b)

Electric vehicle charging Reducing the port’s carbon emissions
Shifting from fossil fuels to electricity
Reducing energy consumption by smart 
charging
Employing reinforcement learning and 
the Markov decision process as a technol-
ogy

IDlab Gent (2020a, b)

Truck guidance system Optimizing engine trading off local versus 
global cost functions
Optimizing logistic flows when global 
information is available
Using ML as a technology

Carlan et al. (2019), IDlab 
Gent (2019)

Predictive planning Optimizing statistical forecasting
Forecasting traffic conditions for trucks to 
optimize the planning
Employing ML as a technology

Carlan et al. (2019)

Booking of slots Optimizing matching of free slots in 
container terminals
Making faster handling time
Employing ML as a technology

Carlan et al. (2019)

Optimized maintenance scheduling Predicting accessibility for offshore assets 
taking context, weather, vessel, routes
Detecting anomaly, semantic stream 
reasoning, rule mining
Using neural networks as a technology

IDlab Gent (2023)

Boat landing Predicting accessibility for offshore assets 
taking context, weather, vessel, routes
Employing neural networks as a technol-
ogy

IDlab Gent (2023)

Detection of fouling using AI Modeling the performance of a ship
Preventing extreme fouling on the hull 
and propeller of the ship
Reducing fuel consumption
Using ML as a technology

Gillis et al. (2017)
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Case study: matching AI solutions and challenges
This section puts forward a case study, along with the matching of the challenges and AI 
solutions identified in Sect. "Maritime challenges and AI solutions". This case study aims 
to find the best AI solution developed in the "COOCK smart port" project for address-
ing the challenges identified in the literature review of the port and shipping industries. 
In doing so, the designated modified algorithm takes care of the matching process in 
this study. "COOCK" stands for Collective Research and Development and Collective 
Knowledge Dissemination. Therefore, this project encourages port stakeholders to lever-
age AI to overcome their challenges. According to the project motto, this goal should be 
achieved by transferring knowledge from academia to industry. This way, the "COOCK" 
project plays a crucial role in advancing the AI technology perspective and enhancing 
the maturity level of port stakeholders in this regard.

Nevertheless, the research intends to match those AI solutions and challenges by 
applying the algorithm modified in Sect. "Modified Gale–Shapley matching algorithm". 
In other words, this study uses 30 challenges and 17 AI solutions to verify the modified 
algorithm. The following sub-section defines the required input to run this algorithm.

Input of matching algorithm

The necessary inputs to run the Gale–Shapley algorithm are two matrices called ’pref-
erences lists’. The first is associated with AI solutions, while the second is provided for 
challenges. This way, AI solution developers rank challenges, which relies on the rel-
evance of challenges with AI solutions. Afterward, challenges also rank AI solutions 
based on the relevancy of their functionality. Furthermore, the list of AI solutions and 
challenges preferences are presented in a table later, which presents challenges and AI 
solutions by codes.

Table 6 AI solutions’ preferences list

Title of AI solutions AI solutions’ code List of preferences

Smart waterway S1 C7, C9, C12

Demand prediction S2 C27, C11, C30

Resource allocation S3 C5, C6, C18, C20, C4

Optimizing shelf placement S4 C17, C1, C15, C13

Resource efficient AI S5 C29, C17, C1, C15

Data driven control S6 C29

Lock optimization S7 C3, C2, C10, C19, C22

Large scale simulation S8 C19, C3, C15, C9

Control flexibility in industrial processes S9 C29

Developing applied building photovoltaics S10 C12, C30

Electric vehicle charging S11 C29, C12

Truck guidance system S12 C13, C14, C18, C23, C16, C21, C29

Predictive planning S13 C18, C19, C3, C30

Booking of slots S14 C17, C1, C15, C5, C6, C18

Optimizing maintenance scheduling S15 C3, C8, C24, C28

Boat landing S16 C9, C3, C8, C24, C28

Detection of fouling using AI S17 C7, C12, C29
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AI solutions’ preferences list

This research effort presents numerous AI solutions for solving challenges in port oper-
ations. However, the impact of these AI solutions on the challenges they can solve is 
different. For instance, one AI solution can solve challenge A better than challenge B. 
Moreover, it also can solve challenge B better than challenge C. Therefore, the prefer-
ences list of this AI solution is (Challenge A, Challenge B, Challenge C). In this case 
study, developers of AI solutions provide this preferences list about their AI solutions, 
with data presented in Table  6 as an AI solutions’ preferences list. More information 
regarding the AI solutions preferences list is presented in Appendix 3.

Challenges’ preferences list

Drawn on the preferences list of AI solutions and challenges description in Table 4, the 
challenges’ preferences list can be prepared. For instance, this section presents the rea-
sons for ranking AI solutions for one challenge as follows:

Table 7 Challenges’ preferences list

Title of challenges Code of challenges List of preferences

Optimizing ship stowage planning C1 S14, S4, S5

Reducing sea going vessel delays C2 S7

Predicting of inland vessel ETA C3 S7, S16, S15, S8, S13

Optimizing ship queuing C4 S3

Centralizing berth allocation C5 S3, S14

Optimizing quay Crane (QC) assignment C6 S14, S3

Detecting ship and ships traffic C7 S1, S17

Reducing vessel turnaround time C8 S16, S15

Predicting the risk range of ship’s berthing velocity C9 S8, S1, S16

Reducing vessel waiting time C10 S7

Predicting loading and unloading container demand C11 S2

Lowering emissions in shipping C12 S11, S17, S10, S1

Optimizing yard truck routing C13 S12, S4

Optimizing of yard truck scheduling C14 S12

Predicting container relocation C15 S8, S14, S4, S5

Optimizing scheduling of yard crane C16 S12

Generating optimal yard block allocation C17 S14, S4, S5

Reducing congestion at terminals’ gates C18 S13, S12, S5, S14

Predicting unforeseen trucks delays C19 S13, S7, S8

Optimizing truck queuing at gate C20 S3

Complex scheduling of rail mounted gantry crane C21 S12

Reducing truck and train waiting time excess C22 S7

Integrating individual appointment systems C23 S12

Reducing truck and train turnaround time C24 S16, S15

Recognizing assets like containers, truck or vessels C25

Registering container damage C26

Predicting container demand C27 S2

Reducing container dwell time C28 S16, S15

Reduction of emission and noise C29 S11, S9, S5, S6, S12, S17

Predicting fuel and energy consumption C30 S2, S10, S13
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An "Optimizing quay Crane (QC) assignment" was placed in two AI solutions’ prefer-
ences lists. These AI solutions are "Resource allocation" and "Booking of slots." Both of 
these AI solutions rely on assignment problems but have different goals. "Resource allo-
cation" here attempts to reduce distance, while "Booking of slots" can create faster han-
dling time. The most significant reason for optimizing QC here is to minimize idle time 
and handle more containers. Therefore, it is clear that "Booking of slots" can be placed 
at the first slot in the preferences list of this challenge. In this way, current research pre-
pares other challenges’ preferences list as above. Finally, by utilizing these reasons, the 
preferences list of challenges is provided in Table  7. More information regarding the 
challenges preferences list is located in Appendix 3.

Result of the matching algorithm

Results associated with the matching algorithm are provided in three phases based on 
the structure of the modified algorithm. Equally, this section also discusses the implica-
tions of these results and using the matching algorithm.

Table 8 Result of phase 1

Challenges AI solutions Pairs

C1 S14 C1,S14

C2 S7 C2,S7

C3 S7 C3,S7

C4 S3 C4,S3

C5 S3 C5,S3

C6 S14 C6,S14

C7 S1 C7,S1

C8 S16 C8,S16

C9 S8 C9,S8

C10 S7 C10,S7

C11 S2 C11,S2

C12 S11 C12,S11

C13 S12 C13,S12

C14 S12 C14,S12

C15 S8 C15,S8

C16 S12 C16,S12

C17 S14 C17,S14

C18 S13 C18,S13

C19 S13 C19,S13

C20 S3 C20,S3

C21 S12 C21,S12

C22 S7 C22,S7

C23 S12 C23,S12

C24 S16 C24,S16

C25 – NOT Match

C26 – NOT Match

C27 S2 C27,S2

C28 S16 C28,S16

C29 S11 C29,S11

C30 S2 C30,S2
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Result of phase1

According to the previous section, the challenges’ preferences list was provided based 
on a preferences list of AI solutions. Thus, if a challenge sends a proposal to the first AI 
solution in its preferences list, this proposal will undoubtedly be approved. Each chal-
lenge can be matched by the first member of its preferences list in this phase. The result 
of running the algorithm associated with phase 1 is provided in Table 8. In this table, 
each challenge pairs with an AI solution except C25 and C26.

Result of phase 2

Since the number of AI solutions is less than the number of challenges, the algorithm 
must run more than once. The number of challenges paired with AI solutions is less or 
equal to the number of AI solutions each time the algorithm runs. Thus, the algorithm 
runs several times to pair all the challenges with AI solutions. Therefore, the steps below 
present the algorithm’s running process, with each step showing its result at the end.

Table 9 Result of phase 2

Step AI solutions Challenges Pairs

1 S1 C7 S1,C7

S2 C27 S2,C27

S3 C5 S3,C5

S4 C1 S4,C1

S5 C15 S5,C15

S6 – NOT Match

S7 C3 S7,C3

S8 C19 S8,C19

S9 – NOT Match

S10 C30 S10,C30

S11 C29 S11,C29

S12 C13 S12,C13

S13 C18 S13,C18

S14 C17 S14,C17

S15 C8 S15,C8

S16 C9 S16,C9

S17 C12 S17,C12

2 S2 C11 S2,C11

S3 C20 S3,C20

S7 C2 S7,C2

S12 C14 S12,C14

S14 C6 S14,C6

S15 C28 S15,C28

S16 C24 S16,C24

3 S3 C4 S3,C4

S7 C10 S7,C10

S12 C23 S12,C23

4 S7 C22 S7,C22

S12 C16 S12,C16

5 S12 C21 S12,C21
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Step 1: In this step, the algorithm of phase 2 runs just once. As a result, it matches AI 
solutions with challenges, except for two AI solutions. The results concerning this step 
and the following steps are provided in Table 9. 

Step 2: This step first removes all the challenges selected by AI solutions in the previ-
ous step. Afterward, the preferences lists must be updated, and the algorithm can run 
again.

Step 3: Up to this step, some AI solutions are connected with two challenges, which 
can be increased later in this step. As in the previous steps, if the algorithm assigns one 
AI solution to a challenge, the algorithm will remove the challenge from the process 
within the following steps.

Step 4: Only three challenges remain without an AI solution following the preceding 
steps. Therefore, the algorithm deletes the rest of the challenges from the process.

Step 5: Finally, the algorithm pairs the last challenge to the AI solution.

Result of phase 3

Eventually, the result associated with phase 3, which compares the result of two previous 
phases, is shown in Table 10. All the challenges (except C25, C26) were matched with AI 

Table 10 Final result of matching algorithm

Challenge AI solution Final pair

C1 S14 C1,S14

C2 S7 C2,S7

C3 S7 C3,S7

C4 S3 C4,S3

C5 S3 C5,S3

C6 S14 C6,S14

C7 S1 C7,S1

C8 S15 C8,S15

C9 S16 C9,S16

C10 S7 C10,S7

C11 S2 C11,S2

C12 S11 C12,S11

C13 S12 C13,S12

C14 S12 C14,S12

C15 S8 C15,S8

C16 S12 C16,S12

C17 S14 C17,S14

C18 S13 C18,S13

C19 S13 C19,S13

C20 S3 C20,S3

C21 S12 C21,S12

C22 S7 C22,S7

C23 S12 C23,S12

C24 S16 C24,S16

C27 S2 C27,S2

C28 S15 C28,S15

C29 S11 C29,S11

C30 S10 C30,S10
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solutions in this table. These pairs are the best choice for tackling challenges by AI solu-
tions within the port operation area.

The result of the matching algorithm in phase 3 illustrates that only four AI solutions 
can solve more than half of the challenges in this study. The ranking of these AI solu-
tions, due to the number of challenges that they can solve, is as follows: "Truck guidance 
system" (18% of challenges); "Lock optimization" (14% of challenges); "Resource allo-
cation" (11% of challenges); and "Booking of slots" (11% of challenges) Fig. 4. These AI 
solutions are more critical than others in this research effort. Thus, their implementation 
can help port operations more than other AI solutions.

Managerial implications

Managerial implication 1

AI solutions can be effectively classified based on their functionalities, allowing IT devel-
opers to conveniently identify which solution aligns with the specific requirements of a 
given challenge. However, stakeholders in the port and shipping industry may lack the 
necessary knowledge in this domain, hindering their ability to make informed decisions. 
The designed matching algorithm can be a solid foundation for organizing and structur-
ing this knowledge. The outcome of this matching would empower anyone in the port 
and shipping industry, regardless of their level of expertise, to access and understand the 
appropriate AI solutions for addressing their unique challenges.

Managerial implication 2

Adopting AI solutions in port operations can significantly enhance productivity and 
managerial efficiency. With AI, the knowledge gained from developing specific mod-
els can be repurposed to tackle related challenges. Hence, it saves time and resources 
in data collection, model training, and computation efforts for port stakeholders. The 
main issue of many challenges within the current study is similar, and they are matched 
with the same AI solution. For instance, "optimizing ship stowage planning" and "Gen-
erating optimal yard block allocation" are linked to "Booking of slots", "Optimizing 
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ship queuing" and "Optimizing truck queuing at the gate" are solved by solutions like 
"Resource allocation", "Reducing vessel waiting time" and "Reducing truck and train 
waiting time excess" could be tackled by "Lock optimization", "Optimizing scheduling of 
yard crane" and "Complex scheduling of rail-mounted gantry crane" have been matched 
with "Truck guidance system".

Therefore, by utilizing AI solutions to overcome one challenge, port operators can 
apply the same solution to tackle similar challenges with less effort, increasing overall 
efficiency and productivity. Moreover, those AI solutions tackling multiple challenges 
can potentially revolutionize the port and shipping industry. This way, implement-
ing such AI solutions becomes cost-effective for port stakeholders and enables them to 
improve their operational productivity significantly. This phenomenon can be a game-
changer for port operators seeking to stay ahead of the curve in the competitive global 
market.

Managerial implication 3

Many AI solutions presented in this study utilize ML techniques to address challenges in 
port operations. Among these, Reinforcement Learning (RL) is a crucial algorithm used 
by approximately 25% of the identified AI solutions in this research. Therefore, investing 
in the development of RL algorithms could bring significant benefits in the long term for 
port operators seeking to enhance their operational productivity and efficiency.

RL algorithms have shown promising results in optimizing various port-related pro-
cesses such as resource allocation, vessel service scheduling, and container stacking. 
Allocating capacities to develop these algorithms further could lead to more efficient 
and effective port operations, saving time and resources while increasing productivity. 
As such, port stakeholders should consider the potential benefits of investing in RL and 
other cutting-edge ML algorithms.

Managerial implication 4

The challenges identified by this research belong to one of the three operation areas 
(waterside, landside, hinterland) or all of them. The waterside operation area possesses 
12 challenges matched with 8 AI solutions. 5 challenges are associated with the landside 
operation area, and 3 with other AI solutions. This study identifies 7 challenges within 
the hinterland operation area, which have been matched with 5 distinct AI solutions.

The effort factor for solving challenges is defined based on the ratio of AI solutions to chal-
lenges (waterside: 8/12 = 67%, landside: 3/5 = 60%, hinterland: 5/7 = 71%). Therefore, the 
results show that less effort is needed to address challenges belonging to landside operations.

The terminal is often considered the bottleneck in the port supply chain due to its limited 
space. However, it is worth noting that similar AI solutions can address many challenges ter-
minals face. Port stakeholders can leverage this insight by adopting appropriate AI solutions to 
overcome landside challenges, turning potential threats into opportunities. Despite the possi-
ble slowdown of port operations and increased shipping costs caused by terminal limitations, 
AI solutions can improve overall efficiency and productivity, helping port operators remain 
competitive.
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Theoretical implications

Theoretical implication 1

Implementing a suitable AI solution in a port area can lead to a higher level of digi-
talization for port stakeholders. By matching proper AI technology to solve specific 
challenges, such as improving operational efficiency, enhancing security, or optimizing 
supply chain management, port stakeholders can better understand the potential of digi-
tal technologies and become more comfortable with using these types of technologies. 
This also can lead to a higher level of digital maturity and create a culture of innovation 
and continuous improvement. Additionally, as port stakeholders become more digitally 
mature, they may be more willing to invest in further digital transformation initiatives, 
leading to even more significant benefits for the port ecosystem as a whole.

Theoretical implication 2

There is often a gap between port stakeholders and AI developers, each with unique 
perspectives and objectives. Introducing AI technology to established industries can 
be challenging due to the inherent uncertainty of adopting novel solutions. However, 
demonstrating the economic viability of implementing AI in the port industry can help 
bridge this gap.

This research aims to identify which AI solutions with specific features can best address 
particular challenges in certain port operations. The matching algorithm used in this 
study can provide valuable input for assessing the economic feasibility of implementing 
AI solutions in the port industry. By analyzing each matching pair from an economic 
standpoint, the results can determine whether or not each match is financially viable.

Furthermore, the outcome of the investigation of economic feasibility can guide port 
stakeholders in identifying which AI solutions with specific attributes can be most bene-
ficial for their particular type of operation. This information can inform decision-making 
processes and help port actors to make more informed choices about implementing AI 
solutions in their operations. By leveraging these findings, port stakeholders can become 
more knowledgeable about the potential benefits of AI technology and make strategic 
decisions to drive economic growth and efficiency in their operations.

Conclusion
Contemporary port stakeholders face various difficulties within their operations. In 
contrast, technology providers (recently focusing on AI, big data, or ML) claim to solve 
numerous port issues. In this regard, there is a lack of a marketplace in which the supply 
can meet the demand, as in traditional markets. Moreover, there are difficulties in struc-
turally matching the right AI solution provider with the respective challenge owner. This 
research develops and applies a new academic approach that structurally identifies the 
AI solution that solves the appropriate challenge within port operations.

This research sets pioneering steps in matching AI solutions with challenge owners. 
It has the following tangible results: first, it conducts an in-depth literature review to 
investigate matching algorithms. Accordingly, the research intends to identify innova-
tive methods to link the two market sides (challenges and AI solutions), in which the 
Gale–Shapley algorithm is found to provide the best results. Since this algorithm is only 
optimal if applied from the perspective of one side of the market (the proposer’s side), 
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this research contributes to the literature associated with this algorithm by using these 
principles, developing a novel integrated sequence that runs this algorithm from two 
perspectives, then provides comprehensive matching results satisfying the conditions of 
the two market sides.

Secondly, this research carries out some desk/empirical research to provide an over-
view of contemporary challenges and AI solutions within ports. It briefly describes the 
challenges by presenting their underlying issues, impact, and potential solution charac-
teristics. Similarly, an overview of AI solutions is exhibited. In this respect, an intermedi-
ary observation is made that while AI technology is highly likely to be applied in several 
port operations areas, technology providers integrate their conceptual models in highly 
focused and dedicated AI applications. For instance, the technological concept that uses 
AI to "predict vessels’ ETA" is almost equally helpful in predicting the delay of trucks and 
trains in hinterland operations.

As its main and third outcome, this research identifies the AI solutions matching con-
temporary challenges within port operations by applying the newly developed sequence 
based on the Gale–Shapley algorithm. Accordingly, the data regarding which AI solu-
tions can solve these port challenges is collected due to face-to-face meetings between 
technology providers and challenge owners. Subsequently, the in-depth literature review 
collects data regarding the characteristics and preferences of challenge owners.

The results here show that the concepts of several AI solutions also tackle challenges 
from other port operational areas than initially intended. For example, a "Truck guid-
ance system", developed to reduce queues in both landside and hinterland operational 
areas, solves most port challenges (5 out of 30). Moreover, a "Lock optimization" solu-
tion using AI and operational in the waterside area of ports tackles 4 out of 30 port 
challenges in total. Similarly, the use of a solution that enables digital "booking of time 
slots" at terminals and/or "Recourse allocation" can tackle an equal share of challenges 
(3 out of 30). Besides, the concept of "Booking of time slots" is matched with challenges 
that solve issues in container warehousing, with "Resource allocation" linked to queuing 
problems. On the other hand, when selecting one port operational area, the landside 
operation area would benefit the most from implementing an AI solution.

Furthermore, the foundation of these critical AI solutions is implemented once. Con-
cerning the reusability feature of AI technologies, stakeholders can customize those AI 
solutions with less effort to solve the challenges. Moreover, the AI solution overview 
shows that the key technology these solutions use is ML, specifically the RL algorithm, 
which can be worth investing in.

This study develops a structured methodology to match port challenges and AI solu-
tions. The main limitation of applying and gaining meaningful results from this method 
lies in the data collection. Although the buildup of the preference list from both chal-
lenges and AI solutions perspectives is supported by strong arguments, there is no 
theoretical paradigm for collecting this data. Therefore, as a future step, new research 
is undertaken to employ a scientific method that objectively obtains the preferences of 
each market side. This method will consider the characteristics of solutions and chal-
lenges for defining these preferences. These measures can then make the input of this 
research more reliable, and the final result can be more accurate.
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Appendices
Appendix 1

See Table 11.

Table 11 Overview of the literature adhering to the AI technologies in port and shipping industries

Author (year) Publication Challenge 
addressed

Studied port Scope of study

Parolas (2016) ETA prediction for 
containerships at the 
Port of Rotterdam 
using Machine Learn-
ing Techniques

ETA Rotterdam (Nether-
lands)

AI Advantages

Flapper (2020) ETA Prediction 
for Vessels using 
Machine Learning

ETA Rotterdam (Nether-
lands)

AI Advantages

Moscoso-López et al. 
(2021)

A machine learning-
based forecasting 
system of perishable 
cargo flow in mari-
time transport

Prediction of cargo 
flow

Algeciras (Spain) AI Advantages

Ansorena and 
Ansorena (2020)

Managing uncer-
tainty in ferry 
terminals: a machine 
learning approach

Congestion Ceuta (Spain) AI Advantages

Viellechner and 
Spinler (2020)

Novel Data Analytics 
Meets Conventional 
Container Shipping: 
Predicting Delays by 
Comparing Various 
Machine Learning 
Algorithms

Congestion No port mentioned AI Advantages

Cammin et al. (2020) Applications of Real-
Time Data to Reduce 
Air Emissions in 
Maritime Ports

Emission, ETA Hamburg (Germany) AI Advantages

Martins et al. (2020) A Dynamic Port Con-
gestion Indicator—A 
Case Study of the 
Port of Rio de Janeiro

Congestion Rio de Janeiro (Brazil) AI Advantages

Atak et al. (2021) Container Terminal 
Workload Modeling 
Using Machine Learn-
ing Techniques

Quay Crane planning No port mentioned 
(Turkey)

AI Advantages

Chargui et al. (2021) A quay crane pro-
ductivity predictive 
model for building 
accurate quay crane 
schedules

Quay Crane planning No port mentioned AI Advantages

Yang and Chang 
(2020)

Forecasting the 
Demand for Con-
tainer Throughput 
Using a Mixed-
Precision Neural 
Architecture Based 
on CNN–LSTM

Predicting Contain-
er’s Demand

No port mentioned 
(Taiwan)

AI Advantages

Darendeli et al. (2021) Container Demand 
Forecasting Using 
Machine Learning 
Methods: A Real Case 
Study from Turkey

Predicting Contain-
er’s Demand

Mersin (Turkey) AI Advantages
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Table 11 (continued)

Author (year) Publication Challenge 
addressed

Studied port Scope of study

Luo and Huang 
(2020)

Port Short-term Truck 
Flow Forecasting 
Model Based on 
Wavelet Neural 
Network

Congestion, Truck 
Flow forecasting

Guangzhou (China) AI Advantages

Kunnapapdeelert 
and Thepmongkorn 
(2020)

Thailand port 
throughput predic-
tion via particle 
swarm optimization 
based neural network

Port throughput 
forecasting

Bangkok (Thailand) AI Advantages

Wang et al. (2018) A Forecast Model of 
the Number of Con-
tainers for Container-
ship Voyage

Predicting container 
volume

No port mentioned AI Advantages

Shen et al. (2017) A deep Q-learning 
network for ship 
stowage plan-
ning problem

Ship stowage Ningbo (China) AI Advantages

Shahpanah et al. 
(2014a, b)

Optimization Waiting 
Time at Berthing Area 
of Port Container 
Terminal with Hybrid 
Genetic Algorithm 
(GA) and Artificial 
Neural Network 
(ANN)

Ship Queuing Tanjung Pelepas 
(Malaysia)

AI Advantages

Gao et al. (2018) Deep learning with 
long short-term 
memory recurrent 
neural network for 
daily container vol-
umes of storage yard 
predictions in port

Yard equipment 
Planning

No port mentioned AI Advantages

El Mekkaoui et al. 
(2020)

A Way Toward Low-
Carbon Shipping: 
Improving Port 
Operations Planning 
using Machine 
Learning

Low-Carbon Ship-
ping

North African 
(Morocco,)

AI Advantages

Oucheikh et al. (2021) Rolling Cargo 
Management Using a 
Deep Reinforcement 
Learning Approach

Cargo Management No port mentioned AI Advantages

Adi et al. (2020) Interterminal Truck 
Routing Optimization 
Using Deep Rein-
forcement Learning

Yard Truck planning Busan (South korea) AI Advantages

Kourounioti et al. 
(2016)

Development of 
models predicting 
the Dwell Time of 
containers in port 
container terminals

Dwell Time forecast-
ing

No port mentioned AI Advantages, AI 
barriers

Mi et al. (2019) Research on regional 
clustering and two-
stage SVM method 
for container truck 
recognition

Container recogni-
tion

Taicang (China) AI Advantages, AI 
barriers

de León et al. (2017) A Machine Learning-
based system for 
berth scheduling at 
bulk terminals

Berth assignment No port mentioned AI Advantages
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Table 11 (continued)

Author (year) Publication Challenge 
addressed

Studied port Scope of study

Gao et al. (2019) The Daily Container 
Volumes Prediction of 
Storage Yard in Port 
with Long Short-Term 
Memory Recurrent 
Neural Network

Yard block forecast-
ing

No port mentioned AI Advantages

Zhang et al. (2020) Machine learning-
driven algorithms for 
the container reloca-
tion problem

Container relocation 
planning

No port mentioned AI Advantages

Garrido et al. (2020) Predicting the Future 
Capacity and Dimen-
sions of Container 
Ships

Capacity prediction Barcelona (Spain) AI Advantages

Zhang et al. (2020) Motion Planning 
Using Reinforcement 
Learning Method for 
Underactuated Ship 
Berthing

Ship Berthing No port mentioned AI Advantages

Lee et al. (2020) Development of 
Machine Learning 
Strategy for Predict-
ing the Risk Range 
of Ship’s Berthing 
Velocity

Control Berthing Risk No port mentioned AI Advantages

Niestadt et al. (2019) Artificial intelligence 
in transport Current 
and future develop-
ments, opportunities 
and challenges

AI in road transport, 
aviation, railway 
transport shipping, 
navigation and ports

No port mentioned AI Advantages, AI 
barriers

Alop (2019) The Main Challenges 
and Barriers to the 
Successful "Smart 
Shipping"

AI in smart shipping No port mentioned AI Advantages, AI 
barriers

Babica et al. (2019) Digitalization in 
Maritime Industry: 
Prospects and Pitfalls

AI in maritime 
industry

No port mentioned AI Advantages

Stepec et al. (2020) Machine Learning 
based System for Ves-
sel Turnaround Time 
Prediction

Vessel’s Turnaround 
time prediction

Bordeaux (France) AI Advantages, AI 
barriers

Xie et al. (2017) Data characteristic 
analysis and model 
selection for con-
tainer throughput 
forecasting within 
a decomposition-
ensemble methodol-
ogy

Container through-
put prediction

Singapore (Singa-
pore), Los Angeles 
(USA)

AI Advantages

Yan et al. (2021) An Artificial Intelli-
gence Model Consid-
ering Data Imbalance 
for Ship Selection in 
Port State Control 
Based on Detention 
Probabilities

Ship detention Hong Kong (China) AI Advantages
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Appendix 2

1. Select a challenge that is not already matched with any AI solutions,
2. If all members of the preferences list of this challenge have already rejected it, or its 
preferences list is empty, 
3. This challenge cannot match with any AI solutions, then delete it, 
4. go to line 1, 
5. Else, 
6.  Send a proposal from the challenge to the first AI solution among AI solutions who have 

not rejected this challenge's proposal before, 
7.  If this challenge exists in the list of preferences of that particular AI solution, 
8.   Match the AI solution with this challenge, then go to line 1, 
9.  Else, 
10.   Go to line 2,

Algorithm phase 1 Proposing by challenges

See Fig. 5.

Fig. 5 Algorithm phase 1 flowchart
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1. Select an AI solution that is not already matched with any challenges, 
2. If all members of the preferences list of this AI solution have already rejected it, or its 
preferences list is empty, 
3. This AI solution cannot be matched with any challenges, then delete it, 
4. go to line 1, 
5. Else, 
6.  Send a proposal from the AI solution to the first challenge among challenges that have 

not rejected this AI solution's proposal before, 
7 If this AI solution exists in the list of preferences of that particular challenge,
8.   If the challenge has already been matched with another AI solution, 
9.   Compare AI solutions based on their order in the challenge's preference 
list, 
10.   If both have the same rank 
11.    Match new AI solution with that challenge, 
12.   Else, 
13.    Match the AI solution which has been ranked higher by that    

challenge, 
14.   Reject the proposal of another AI solution to this challenge and 

select that AI solution, then go to line 2, 
15.   Else, 
16.   Match the AI solution with that challenge, 
17.    go to line 1, 
18. Else, 
19.  Reject the proposal of the AI solution, then select it and go to line 2 

Algorithm phase 2 Proposing by AI solutions

See Fig. 6.
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Fig. 6 Algorithm phase 2 flowchart
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1. Select a challenge, 
2. If the challenge is matched with different AI solutions in phases 1 and 2,
3.  Comparison value (AI solution phase 1, AI solution phase 2)=(rank of challenge in AI 

solution phase 1 preference list - rank of challenge in AI solution phase 2 preference)* 
(count of challenges) + (rank of AI solution phase 1 in challenge's preference list-rank 
of AI solution phase 2 in challenge's preference list)* (count of AI solutions) 

5.  If Comparison value =<0, 
  Finalize pair (Challenge, AI solution phase 1), 
 Else, 
  Finalize pair (Challenge, AI solution phase 2), 
6. Repeat the procedure for the next challenge, 
7. Else, 
8. Finalize the pair that challenge exists in it,  
9. Repeat the procedure for the next challenge, 

Algorithm phase 3 Comparing pairs that are made in phases 1 and 2

 See Fig. 7

Fig. 7 Algorithm phase 3 flowchart
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Appendix 3

See Tables 12 and 13.

Table 12 AI solutions preferences list details

Smart waterway: this solution concerned autonomous barges in urban waterways with low-cost sensor systems, enabling a 
shift from road to water for sustainable last-mile logistics. The ship detection challenge might be the best match for this solution 
because one of the technologies used for this solution is computer vision and sensor fusion algorithms to detect and localize 
obstacles in the waterway. This technology can throw this challenge
This solution has been designed for affordable sensors. Although this sensor is employed for navigation and localization, this 
solution might be useful for predicting a ship’s berthing risk range velocity. The goal of low-carbon shipping is reducing air pol-
lution. On the other hand, this solution by researching autonomous barges causes to reduce pollution. Hence, there is a weak 
connection between them. Hereby the preferences list for this solution is as follows:
Smart waterway LP: Detecting ship and ships traffic, Predicting the risk range of ship’s berthing velocity, Lowering emissions 
in shipping

Demand prediction: this solution indicates the demand for fresh food by prediction methods. The challenge of container 
demand prediction is the best match with this solution because an approach employed for predicting demand for fresh food 
must be appropriate for this challenge. Also, this solution can predict load and unload containers’ demand. However, this chal-
lenge is after container demand prediction because it needs to concentrate on the waterside operation area and is not general 
like container demand. The prediction approach designed in this solution is related to demand. The amount of consumption is 
related to the demand, and then this approach can help to predict fuel and energy consumption as well. According to the fact 
relevant to this solution, the list of references is provided below
Demand prediction LP: Predicting container demand, Predicting loading and unloading container demand, Predicting fuel 
and energy consumption

Resource allocation: this solution assigns trucks to the optimal gate in a distribution center. Therefore, berth allocation to vessels 
has the most connected with this solution. Assigning quay cranes to load or unload vessels is based on the task assignment 
problem, which is unrelated to this solution as much as the berth allocation problem. One measure that can reduce congestion 
at the gate is optimizing the assignment of trucks to the gate. Hence, this solution can help reduce congestion at the gate. Also, 
assigning trucks to the gate is one part of the queuing algorithm. Thus this solution might help optimize truck queuing at the 
gate. Although this solution is employed for assigning trucks to the gate, it might solve ship queuing like truck queuing at the 
berth. Finally, the preferences list of this solution is presented based on the above reasons
Resource allocation LP: Centralizing berth allocation, Optimizing quay Crane (QC) assignment, Reducing congestion at 
terminals’ gates, Optimizing truck queuing at gate, Optimizing ship queuing

Optimizing shelf placement: this solution finds the optimal place to put goods on a shelf in a distribution center. Hence, the 
personnel can take the least amount of kilometers per day. Therefore, yard block allocation and ship stowage planning are the 
best matches. The reason for yard block allocation is more related to this solution’s goal than the reason for ship stowage plan-
ning. The container terminal will prepare ship stowage planning because of safety and security
After ship stowage planning, the most appropriate problem this solution can solve is predicting container relocation because 
allocating blocks to the container can help predict the future movement of containers. One of the goals for tackling yard truck 
routing is to reduce the number of kilometers that trucks take. Therefore, this solution can address the yard truck routing problem 
partly. Lastly, the list concerned preferences of this solution is as follows:
Optimizing shelf placement LP: Generating optimal yard block allocation, Optimizing ship stowage planning, Predicting 
container relocation, Optimizing yard truck routing

Resource efficient AI: this solution creates a computational power- and resource-efficient autonomous robotic platform for an 
industrial warehouse setting that can scale to multiple interacting agents. Therefore, at first, this solution leads to reduce emis-
sions. Also, according to the warehousing knowledge in this solution, the challenges related to allocating containers to block and 
relocate them in the yard or vessels might be solved by this solution. This solution’s challenges related to warehousing have been 
ranked like the previous solution. At last, the list of preferences indicates the ranking associate challenges for this solution
Resource efficient AI LP: Reduction of emission and noise, Generating optimal yard block allocation, Optimizing ship stow-
age planning, Predicting container relocation

Data driven control: this solution is an innovation project of catalysts, the spearhead cluster that facilitates innovation in the 
Flemish chemistry and plastics sectors. These methods specifically could be of value in process and system control. Process con-
trol can reduce emissions. Hence, this solution only can solve one challenge. The list of preferences for this solution is as follows: 
Data driven control LP: Reduction of emission and noise

Lock optimization Novimove: this solution is about end-to-end navigation and scheduling for inland waterway transport. Thus, 
this solution is the most appropriate to predict the ETA of an inland vessel. After that, sea-going vessels delay can be reduced 
through this solution. Also, this solution leads to reduced waiting times at bridges, locks, and docks while creating smoother sail-
ing. This solution can address challenges like the above but in the hinterland. It can reduce truck delays and truck waiting time. 
The list of preferences for this solution is as follows:
Lock optimization Novimove LP: Predicting of inland vessel ETA, Reducing sea going vessel delays, Reducing vessel waiting 
time, Predicting unforeseen trucks delays, Reducing truck and train waiting time excess
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Table 12 (continued)

Large scale simulation: this solution has been implemented for larger-scale simulations. Other simulation frameworks cannot 
simulate large-scale experiments in enough detail with an acceptable runtime. This simulation scheme was developed to be 
applied in traffic cases and could tackle future data prediction challenges. Therefore, the most related challenge with this solu-
tion is predicting truck delay. This solution also can address predicting ETA based on the power of the simulation method. This 
simulation can solve the prediction of container relocation and berthing risk range. However, "prediction of container relocation" 
is more related to the traffic concept than "prediction of berthing risk range", which is located higher in the preferences list
Large scale simulation LP: Predicting unforeseen trucks delays, Predicting of inland vessel ETA, Predicting container reloca-
tion, Predicting the risk range of ship’s berthing velocity

Control flexibility in industrial processes: this solution combines model predictive control and deep learning techniques. Also, 
it considers the characteristics of energy-intensive industrial processes. Thus, the best match for this solution is the challenge of 
fuel and energy consumption prediction

Developing applied building photovoltaics: this solution develops tools to improve the energy yield prediction of solar pan-
els, guidelines to maximize performance and reliability, and techniques for predictive maintenance. Therefore, according to the 
use of solar panels in vessels, this solution can reduce carbon emissions by vessels. Besides, if solar panels are energy sources, this 
solution can also predict energy consumption. However, this is not common, so the challenge of "predicting energy consump-
tion" is ranked second in this solution’s list of preferences
Developing applied building photovoltaics LP: Lowering emissions in shipping, Predicting fuel and energy consumption

Electric vehicle charging: this solution control strategies for the smart charging of electric vehicles. Also, their goals are to shift 
part of energy consumption towards more appropriate moments of the day or week, increasing the consumption of locally 
produced renewable energy, reducing peak loads, and avoiding grid congestion
Since the equipment in the terminal often uses electricity fuel thus, this solution can help reduce energy consumption, and as 
a result, this solution can reduce emissions. Also this measure can perform for vessels as well. However, this can occur for some 
engines in vessels, not all parts of vessels. Therefore, the challenge of "Lowering emissions in shipping" accommodates the 
second rank in this solution’s list of preferences
Electric vehicle charging LP: Reduction of emission and noise, Lowering emissions in shipping

Truck guidance system: this solution’s first goal is optimizing the truck guidance system, and the second one is optimizing 
logistic flows when global information is available. Therefore, the most relevant challenge to this solution is the routing of trucks 
in the yard. After this challenge scheduling of trucks is most related to this solution. If one optimizes the routing of the truck, then 
the traffic congestion will reduce
The second goal of this solution is to address challenges like Integrating individual appointment systems and scheduling cranes 
in the yard and hinterland, respectively. The appointment system impacts all logistics flow, so it accommodates right before 
scheduling cranes. Also, the yard crane is more involved in logistics than the rail-mounted gantry crane. Because the yard crane 
handles all containers, the rail-mounted gantry crane only handles containers moved by rail mode. Finally, by solving problems 
like the above, this solution can also reduce emissions. According to the above reasons list of preferences for this solution is 
provided as follows:
Truck guidance system LP: Optimizing yard truck routing, Optimizing of yard truck scheduling, Reducing congestion at 
terminals’ gates, Integrating individual appointment systems, Optimizing scheduling of yard crane, Complex scheduling of 
rail mounted gantry crane, Reduction of emission and noise

Predictive planning: This solution is based on "optimizing statistical forecasting" and "forecasting traffic conditions for trucks 
to optimize the planning." This solution can predict data related to traffic and cause traffic reduction. Hence, the most relevant 
challenge to this solution is "Reducing congestion at terminals’ gates". After that, the most related challenge is predicting delays 
that lead to traffic. As this solution is related to trucks, the challenge of "Predicting unforeseen truck delays" ranks second—also, 
the challenge of "Predicting of inland vessel ETA" rank as a third challenge. Lastly, as this solution is related to predicting data for 
reducing traffic, the prediction of the amount of energy and fuel that vehicles or vessels need can be addressed by this solution. 
The list of preferences for this solution is presented below
Predictive planning LP: Reducing congestion at terminals’ gates, Predicting unforeseen trucks delays, Predicting of inland 
vessel ETA, Predicting fuel and energy consumption

Booking of slots: this solution relies on optimizing matching free slots in container terminals and making faster handling time. 
Hence, yard block allocation and ship stowage planning are the most appropriate challenges that can be solved by this solution, 
respectively. The yard block allocation is more related to this solution than ship stowage planning because the container terminal 
will prepare ship stowage planning because of safety and security aspects that do not make faster handling time. After ship stow-
age planning, the most related problem to this solution is predicting container relocation because allocating blocks to the con-
tainer can help predict the future movement of containers. Although this solution is concerned with assigning slots, a challenge 
like "berth allocation" could be solved by this solution. Also, the challenges of assigning tasks like "Quay crane assignment" could 
be related to place assignment. Finally, it is obvious; if this solution optimizes the "allocation gate to the truck," traffic congestion 
will be reduced. Now, the list of preferences shows the rank of each challenge
Booking of slots LP: Generating optimal yard block allocation, Optimizing ship stowage planning, Predicting container 
relocation, Centralizing berth allocation, Optimizing quay Crane (QC) assignment, Reducing congestion at terminals’ gates
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Table 12 (continued)

Optimizing maintenance scheduling: this solution works on predicting accessibility for offshore assets taking context, weather, 
vessel, and routes. Also, it is related to anomaly detection, semantic stream reasoning, and rule mining for optimizing mainte-
nance
The most related problem to this solution is "Predicting of inland vessel ETA" because this time’s prediction involves all the 
contexts like weather, vessel, and routes. The other problem with this solution is reducing turnaround time by preventive asset 
maintenance. As this solution was developed for vessels, "Reducing vessel turnaround time" ranks higher than "Reducing truck 
and train turnaround time" in the list of preferences
Generally, this solution would address the "Reducing container dwell time" challenge in all the port’s operation areas, so this solu-
tion also has a weak connection with this solution. The list of preferences for this solution testifies to all the above reasons
Optimizing maintenance scheduling LP: Predicting of inland vessel ETA, Reducing vessel turnaround time, Reducing truck 
and train turnaround time, Reducing container dwell time

Boat landing: This solution is exactly like the previous solution. Still, in the context of the boat landing, the most related chal-
lenge to this solution is "Predicting the risk range of the Ship’s berthing velocity" Then, other challenges are like the previous 
solution, even rank of them in the preferences list
Boat landing LP: Predicting the risk range of ship’s berthing velocity, Predicting of inland vessel ETA, Reducing vessel turna-
round time, Reducing truck and train turnaround time, Reducing container dwell time

Detection of fouling using AI: the goals of this solution are modeling the performance of a ship, preventing extreme fouling 
on the hull and propeller of ship, and reducing fuel consumption. The first goal is more important than the second one, and the 
second one is more important than the last one. Therefore, the most relevant challenge for this solution is "Detecting ship and 
ship traffic". Also, challenges like "Lowering emissions in shipping" and "Reduction of emission and noise" are related to the third 
goal ranked respectively after "Detecting ship and ships traffic". The reason for ranking "Lowering emissions in shipping" higher 
than "Reduction of emission and noise" is the relation of the solution with the ship. The list of preferences provide for this solution 
is as follows:
Detection of fouling using AI LP: Detecting ship and ships traffic, Lowering emissions in shipping, Reduction of emission 
and noise

Table 13 Challenges preferences list details

Recognizing assets like containers, truck or vessels: according to the AI solutions’ list of preferences, this chal-
lenge cannot address by AI solutions in this study. This challenge does not belong to the list of preferences of any 
AI solutions. Therefore, it will not be considered in the matching algorithm process

Registering container damage: this challenge is not concerned with any AI solution provided in this study. AI 
solutions did not rank this challenge in their preferences list. Hence, if this challenge is involved in the matching 
algorithm, it will not match any AI solutions. It is better to remove it from the algorithm process

Reducing sea going vessel delays: this challenge has been ranked by "Lock optimization" solution, then it is 
obvious there is no issue with ranking AI solutions in the list of preferences of this challenge. This list only has one 
member, and it is "Lock optimization"

Optimizing ship queuing: according to the preferences list of AI solutions. This challenge exists only in one list, 
which belongs to the "Resource allocation" solution. Therefore, the list of preferences for this challenge includes 
this solution

Reducing vessel waiting time: "Lock optimization" accommodated this challenge in its preferences list. Hence, 
this challenge can be solved by this solution and not with the rest of them. The list of preferences associated with 
this challenge only includes "Lock optimization"

Predicting loading and unloading container demand: " demand prediction " can only solve this challenge 
among all the AI solutions presented in this study. Thus, ranking AI solutions for this challenge is not difficult 
because its list of preferences solely contains "Demand prediction"

Optimizing of yard truck scheduling: list of preferences of this challenge comprising "Truck guidance system" 
AI solution. Undoubtedly only this solution ranked this challenge in its preferences list

Optimizing scheduling of yard crane: AI solutions’ list of preferences indicates "Truck guidance system" can 
tackle this challenge. The rest of the AI solutions did not consider this challenge in their preferences list. Drawn 
on this, the list of preferences for this challenge consists of the "Truck guidance system"

Optimizing truck queuing at gate: preferences list of this challenge only encompasses one AI solution: 
"Resource allocation." Because among all the AI solutions, only this solution ranked this challenge in its prefer-
ences list

Complex scheduling of rail mounted gantry crane: "Truck guidance system" AI solution corresponds to this 
challenge. The rest of the AI solutions can not address this challenge. Therefore, the preferences list for this chal-
lenge is foreseeable to include only this solution
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Table 13 (continued)

Reducing truck and train waiting time excess: among all the AI solutions in this study, only "Lock optimiza-
tion" complies with this challenge, and this solution is involved in this challenge’s preferences list

Integrating individual appointment systems: amid AI solutions in this research, only the "Truck guidance 
system" can tackle this challenge. Subsequently, this AI solution is a lonely member of this challenge’s prefer-
ences list

Predicting container demand: "Demand prediction" is the only AI solution that can send a proposal to this 
challenge. Thus, the list of preferences associated with this challenge solely contains this solution

Centralizing berth allocation: The title of this challenge is self-explanatory. This challenge is about the assign-
ment berth to vessels. "Resource allocation" and "Booking of slots" have accommodated this challenge in their 
preferences list. It means they can address this challenge. "Resource allocation" concerns gate allocation in the 
warehouse, and "Booking of slots" works on optimizing the matching of free slots in container terminals. The 
above explanations of AI solutions suffice to distinguish these AI solutions. Therefore, "Resource allocation" 
corresponds to this challenge more than "Booking of slots." Drawn on this result, the list of preferences for this 
challenge is as follows:
Centralizing berth allocation LP: Resource allocation, Booking of slots
Optimizing quay Crane (QC) assignment: This challenge involves two AI solutions’ preferences list. These AI 
solutions are "Resource allocation" and "Booking of slots." Both of these AI solutions rely on assignment problems, 
but either of them has different goals. "Resource allocation" effort to reduce distance and "Booking of slots" can 
make faster handling time. The most significant reason for optimizing QC is to reduce idle time and handle more 
containers with them. Therefore, "Booking of slots" can be placed at the first spot in the list of preferences for this 
challenge. The preferences list for this challenge is presented below
Optimizing quay Crane (QC) assignment LP: Booking of slots, Resource allocation
Detecting ship and ships traffic: this challenge encompasses measuring and monitoring the ship’s activity. Two 
solutions can solve this challenge among all AI solutions, so they have put this challenge in their preferences list. 
These AI solutions are "Smart waterway" and "Detection of fouling using AI". According to this challenge, "Smart 
waterway" is a better choice. "Smart waterway" was developed to detect obstacles in voyages with affordable 
sensors, but "Detection of fouling using AI" only detects fouling on the ship’s hull and propeller. Therefore, a list of 
preferences for this challenge is provided as follows:
Detecting ship and ships traffic LP: Smart waterway, Detection of fouling using AI

Reducing vessel turnaround time: the time from arrival to departure of the vessel is the turnaround time. There 
are many measures to reduce it, but in this study, only two AI solutions can tackle it. "Optimizing maintenance 
scheduling" and "Boat landing" have ranked these challenges in their preferences list. Both of these solutions 
have the same objective: "Predicting accessibility for offshore assets taking context, weather, vessel, routes," but 
"Boat landing" is more related to this challenge. "Boat landing" can consider all needs to reduce the turnaround 
time, but "Optimizing maintenance scheduling" only concentrates on repair planning. Based on this result, the 
preferences list for this challenge figures out below
Reducing vessel turnaround time LP: Boat landing, Optimizing maintenance scheduling
Optimizing yard truck routing: this challenge concerned determining the optimal route for transporting con-
tainers between the yard and quayside. Two AI solutions are related to this challenge. "Truck guidance system" 
and "Optimizing shelf placement" have considered this challenge in their preferences list. Regarding their objec-
tives, "Truck guidance system" is more practical to tackle this challenge than "Optimizing shelf placement." "Truck 
guidance system" optimizes route directly but "Optimizing shelf placement" decides to "where is the right place 
for goods" and as a result, the milage which needs to take will reduce. Hence, the "Truck guidance system" was 
placed at the first spot in the preferences list of this challenge
Optimizing yard truck routing LP: Truck guidance system, Optimizing shelf placement
Reducing truck and train turnaround time: the time from arrival to departure of the truck and train is the turn-
around time. "Optimizing maintenance scheduling" and "Boat landing" have been ranked this challenge in their 
list of preferences like "Reducing vessels turnaround time." Both of these challenges have the same objective, 
then all the reason for ranking AI solutions is like the reasons which figure out for "Reducing vessels turnaround 
time." Therefore, the preferences list for this challenge is like "Reducing vessels turnaround time"
Reducing truck and train turnaround time LP: Boat landing, Optimizing maintenance scheduling
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Table 13 (continued)

Reducing container dwell time: this challenge is about reducing the time a container spends within a port. If 
the "Optimizing maintenance scheduling" and "Boat landing" tackle challenges associated with the turnaround 
time of vessels, trucks, and trains, this challenge will also be fixed. Therefore, the AI solutions which can address 
this challenge are like "Reducing turnaround time," and all the reasons for ranking these solutions are the same. 
Hereby the list of preferences for this challenge is presented below
Reducing container dwell time LP: Boat landing, Optimizing maintenance scheduling
Optimizing ship stowage planning: Containers’ optimal position on a ship is called ship stowage planning. 
This challenge is one of the members of the preferences list of three AI solutions which are "Optimizing shelf 
placement," "Resource-efficient AI," and "Booking of slots." Among these solutions, "Booking of slots" is the most 
related solution to this challenge because it is exactly concerned with optimizing the allocation of the free slots 
to containers. "Optimizing shelf placement" and "Resource-efficient AI" work on warehousing goods, but among 
these solutions, "Optimizing shelf placement" is the better choice to solve this challenge. The main objective of 
"Resource-efficient AI" is developing warehousing robots, but "Optimizing shelf placement" relies on assigning 
shelves to goods in a warehouse. Eventually, the preferences list for this challenge is presented as follows:
Optimizing ship stowage planning LP: Booking of slots, Optimizing shelf placement, Resource efficient AI
Predicting the risk range of ship’s berthing velocity: The vessel’s speed may go high during mooring, and 
there is the possibility of damaging the berth equipment or the hull. Therefore, the simulation approach maybe 
can find a safe speed. Three AI solutions have been considered for this challenge in their list of preferences. 
Among them, "Large scale simulation" is the most match solution. "Smart waterway" and "Boat landing" must 
also rank here. Both AI solutions rely on predicting some data relevant to vessels, but "Smart waterway" because 
of exploiting affordable sensors and predicting data like obstacles is better than "Boat landing." "Boat landing" 
works on predicting the accessibility of vessels based on route and weather. Finally, the preferences list for this 
challenge is provided as follows:
Predicting the risk range of ship’s berthing velocity LP: Large scale simulation, Smart waterway, Boat land-
ing
Generating optimal yard block allocation: This challenge is about allocating the required space for container 
storage. This challenge is one of the members of the preferences list of three AI solutions which are "Optimizing 
shelf placement," "Resource-efficient AI," and "Booking of slots." Among these solutions, "Booking of slots" is the 
most related solution to this challenge because it is exactly concerned with optimizing the allocation of the slots 
to containers. "Optimizing shelf placement" and "Resource-efficient AI" are concerned with warehousing goods, 
but among these solutions, "Optimizing shelf placement" is the better one to solve this challenge. The primary 
objective of "Resource-efficient AI" is to develop warehousing robots, but "Optimizing shelf placement" is assign-
ing shelves to warehouse goods. Lastly, the preferences list for this challenge is as follows:
Generating optimal yard block allocation LP: Booking of slots, Optimizing shelf placement, Resource 
efficient AI
Predicting unforeseen trucks delays: This particular challenge is one of the members of the list of preferences 
for "Predictive planning," "Lock optimization," and "Large scale simulation" solutions. Among these solutions, the 
best one to tackle this challenge is "Predictive planning." "Predictive planning" forecasts traffic conditions for 
trucks to optimize the planning. The second choice for solving this challenge is "Lock optimization" because it 
predicts the ETA of the vessel. Lastly, "Large scale simulation" can address this challenge by simulation power that 
exists in this solution. This challenge’s preferences list figure out below
Predicting unforeseen trucks delays LP: Predictive planning, Lock optimization, Large scale simulation

Predicting fuel and energy consumption: "Demand prediction," "Developing applied building photovoltaics," 
and "Predictive planning" ranked this challenge in their preferences list. The most appropriate solution for tack-
ling this challenge is "Demand prediction" because consumption is the same as demand. In the end, demand 
consumes by the user. The second choice for this challenge is "Developing applied building photovoltaics." 
"Developing applied building photovoltaics" improves the energy yield prediction of solar panels, then maybe 
it can solve this challenge too. Finally, "Predictive planning" Optimizes statistical forecasting, but it does this in a 
general situation, but the previous solution at least predicts some energy-related data. The list of presences for 
this challenge is provided below
Predicting fuel and energy consumption LP: Demand prediction, Developing applied building photovolta-
ics, Predictive planning
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Lowering emissions in shipping: Four AI solutions can solve this challenge based on their power to reduce 
emissions. The first alternative is "Detection of fouling using AI." This solution can reduce the ship’s fuel consump-
tion, and as a consequence, the emission will reduce too. The second choice is "Electric vehicle charging." This 
solution also can reduce emissions, but not emissions associated with ships. The third one is "Developing applied 
building photovoltaics," which can reduce emissions using solar panels. However, using solar panels is not so 
custom on the ship. Finally, the "Smart waterway" by optimizing the path for ships may reduce emissions. The list 
of preferences for this challenge is determined based on the above reasons
Lowering emissions in shipping LP: Detection of fouling using AI, Electric vehicle charging, Developing 
applied building photovoltaics, Smart waterway
Predicting container relocation: This challenge has been accommodated in the list of preferences of four AI 
solutions. The most related AI solution among all of them is "Large scale simulation." This solution, by simulation, 
can obtain a sequence of container moves. The second related solution is "Booking of slots." This solution can find 
the best slot for the container so it knows about the relocation of the containers before. The third one is "Opti-
mizing shelf placement." This solution also is related to this challenge but not exactly for relocating containers in 
slots. Lastly, "Resource-efficient AI" with warehousing knowledge can tackle this problem, but the first objective 
of this solution is developing warehousing robots. The list of preferences for this challenge is prepared as follows:
Predicting container relocation LP: Large scale simulation, Booking of slots, Optimizing shelf placement, 
Resource efficient AI
Reducing congestion at terminals’ gates: Four AI solutions have considered this challenge. These AI solutions 
are "Predictive planning," "Truck guidance system," "Resource allocation," and "Booking of slots." The best choice 
for addressing this challenge is "Predictive planning" because it forecasts truck traffic conditions to optimize the 
planning. The second alternative is the "Truck guidance system" because it optimizes logistic flows when global 
information is available. It does not mention traffic, but logistics flow could be related to traffic. The third one is 
"Resource allocation" because it can optimize the allocation of gates to trucks. Hence, the traffic can be reduced 
as a result. Eventually, "Booking of slots" can also optimize the gate’s allocation to the truck, but it has been 
employed for allocating slots to containers. The list of preferences for this challenge is as follows:
Reducing congestion at terminals’ gates LP: Predictive planning, Truck guidance system, Resource alloca-
tion, Booking of slots
Predicting of inland vessel ETA: Five AI solutions have ranked this challenge in their preferences list. These solu-
tions are "Lock optimization," "Boat landing," "Optimizing maintenance scheduling," "Large scale simulation," and 
"Predictive planning." The best option for addressing this challenge is "Lock optimization." It is employed for the 
prediction of ETA and accurate vessel positioning. "Boat landing," "Optimizing maintenance scheduling," predict 
accessibility for offshore assets taking context, weather, vessel, and routes, but "Boat landing" is more related to 
this challenge because it concentrates on landing and "Optimizing maintenance scheduling," relies on repair 
planning of vessels. "Large scale simulation" is more related than "Predictive planning" to this challenge because 
it can find out accurate ETA by simulation, but "Predictive planning" optimizes statistical forecasting and does not 
mention exact to ETA. The preferences list of current challenges is presented below
Predicting of inland vessel ETA LP: Lock optimization, Boat landing, Optimizing maintenance scheduling, 
Large scale simulation, Predictive planning
Reduction of emission and noise: Six AI solutions have ranked this challenge. These are "Electric vehicle charg-
ing," "Control flexibility in industrial processes," "Resource-efficient AI," "Data-driven control," "Truck guidance sys-
tem," and "Detection of fouling using AI." Among all these solutions, "Electric vehicle charging" is the best option 
to address this challenge. That reduces the port’s carbon emissions because electric vehicles exist everywhere. 
The second one is "Control flexibility in industrial processes." That can control the emission as the first objective, 
then reduce CO2 emission afterward. "Resource-efficient AI," by Designing computational power- and resource-
efficient autonomous robotic platforms for an industrial warehouse, can help to reduce emissions. Hence, it 
can be ranked in third place. The next place belongs to "Data-driven control" because it only reduces emissions 
related to chemical plants. One of the "Truck guidance system" objectives is to optimize logistics flow, which can 
cause to reduce emissions. The last choice is "Detection of fouling using AI" because it only reduces emissions 
related to ships. Finally, the list of preferences for this challenge is presented based on the above reasons
Reduction of emission and noise LP: Electric vehicle charging, Control flexibility in industrial processes, 
Resource-efficient AI, Data-driven control, Truck guidance system, Detection of fouling using AI

Table 13 (continued)
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Appendix 4

Table 14 presents the process of finalizing pairs due to the algorithm phase 3.

Table 14 Comparing process

Challenge AI 
solution 
assigned 
by phase 
1

AI 
solution 
assigned 
by phase 
2

Are 
assigned 
AI 
solutions 
by two 
phases 
the same?

Rank of 
Challenges 
in the 
preferences 
list of AI 
solution 
assigned by 
phase 1

Rank of AI 
solutions 
in the 
preference 
list of 
challenges 
assigned in 
phase 1

Rank of 
Challenge 
in the 
preferences 
list of AI 
solution 
assigned by 
phase 2

Rank of AI 
solutions 
in the 
preference 
list of 
challenges 
assigned 
in phase 2

Comparison 
Value

Final 
pair

C1 S14 S4 No 2 2 2 1  − 17 C1,S14

C2 S7 S7 Yes Not com-
pare

Not com-
pare

Not compare Not com-
pare

Not compare C2,S7

C3 S7 S7 Yes Not com-
pare

Not com-
pare

Not compare Not com-
pare

Not compare C3,S7

C4 S3 S3 Yes Not com-
pare

Not com-
pare

Not compare Not com-
pare

Not compare C4,S3

C5 S3 S3 Yes Not com-
pare

Not com-
pare

Not compare Not com-
pare

Not compare C5,S3

C6 S14 S14 Yes Not com-
pare

Not com-
pare

Not compare Not com-
pare

Not compare C6,S14

C7 S1 S1 Yes Not com-
pare

Not com-
pare

Not compare Not com-
pare

Not compare C7,S1

C8 S16 S15 No 2 2 3 1 11 C8,S15

C9 S8 S16 No 1 3 4 1 50 C9,S16

C10 S7 S7 Yes Not com-
pare

Not com-
pare

Not compare Not com-
pare

Not compare C10,S7

C11 S2 S2 Yes Not com-
pare

Not com-
pare

Not compare Not com-
pare

Not compare C11,S2

C12 S11 S17 No 2 2 2 1  − 17 C12,S11

C13 S12 S12 Yes Not com-
pare

Not com-
pare

Not compare Not com-
pare

Not compare C13,S12

C14 S12 S12 Yes Not com-
pare

Not com-
pare

Not compare Not com-
pare

Not compare C14,S12

C15 S8 S5 No 4 4 3 1  − 79 C15,S8

C16 S12 S12 Yes Not com-
pare

Not com-
pare

Not compare Not com-
pare

Not compare C16,S12

C17 S14 S14 Yes Not com-
pare

Not com-
pare

Not compare Not com-
pare

Not compare C17,S14

C18 S13 S13 Yes Not com-
pare

Not com-
pare

Not compare Not com-
pare

Not compare C18,S13

C19 S13 S8 No 1 3 2 1  − 6 C19,S13

C20 S3 S3 Yes Not com-
pare

Not com-
pare

Not compare Not com-
pare

Not compare C20,S3

C21 S12 S12 Yes Not com-
pare

Not com-
pare

Not compare Not com-
pare

Not compare C21,S12

C22 S7 S7 Yes Not com-
pare

Not com-
pare

Not compare Not com-
pare

Not compare C22,S7

C23 S12 S12 Yes Not com-
pare

Not com-
pare

Not compare Not com-
pare

Not compare C23,S12

C24 S16 S16 Yes Not com-
pare

Not com-
pare

Not compare Not com-
pare

Not compare C24,S16

C27 S2 S2 Yes Not com-
pare

Not com-
pare

Not compare Not com-
pare

Not compare C27,S2

C28 S16 S15 No 4 2 5 1 11 C28,S15

C29 S11 S11 Yes Not com-
pare

Not com-
pare

Not compare Not com-
pare

Not compare C29,S11

C30 S2 S10 No 2 2 3 1 11 C30,S10
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RL  Reinforcement learning
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QC  Quay crane

Acknowledgements
The challenges and AI solutions that exist in current research are drawn on the result of the “Port challenges booklet,” and 
“White paper” which are deliverables of the “COOCK Smart Port” project. The main objective of the “COOCK Smart Port” 
project is to improve operational efficiency within the context of the port, through the application of intelligent tech-
nologies, targeting SMEs, by increasing digital maturity through data-driven digitalization. The article processing charge 
of this work is supported by China Merchants Energy Shipping.

Author contributions
MF performed the literature review, modified the matching algorithm and wrote the first draft of the paper. He also 
wrote the method section of the paper and presented managerial insight and conclusion. TV and VC also supervised MF 
during the development of the paper and contributed by improving the quality of the paper with various meetings. All 
authors read and approved the final manuscript.

Funding
The development of this research was financed with the support of “COOCK Smart Port” project.

Availability of data and materials
Data sharing is not applicable to this article as no datasets were generated or analyzed during the current study.

Declarations

Competing interests
The authors declare that they have no competing interests.

Received: 19 July 2022   Revised: 22 August 2023   Accepted: 23 August 2023

References
Abououf M, Singh S, Otrok H, Mizouni R, Ouali A (2019) Gale-shapley matching game selection—a framework for user 

satisfaction. IEEE Access 73694-3703.https:// doi. org/ 10. 1109/ ACCESS. 2018. 28886 96
Adi TN, Iskandar YA, Bae H (2020) Interterminal truck routing optimization using deep reinforcement learning. Sensors 

(Basel) 20(20):5794. https:// doi. org/ 10. 3390/ s2020 5794
Alagesan V (2017) Investigating congestion mitigation scenarios to reduce truck turn time at Port of Montreal using 

Discrete Event Simulation [Master, Concordia University]. https:// spect rum. libra ry. conco rdia. ca/ 983258/
Alop A (2019) The main challenges and barriers to the successful “Smart Shipping”. TransNav Int J  Marine Navigation 

Safety Sea Transport 13(3):521-528. https:// doi. org/ 10. 12716/ 1001. 13. 03. 05
Ansorena IL, Ansorena CL (2020) Managing uncertainty in ferry terminals: a machine learning approach. Int J Bus Inf Syst 

33(2) 285-297. https:// doi. org/ 10. 1504/ IJBIS. 2020. 105164
Aouad A, Saritac O (2022) Dynamic stochastic matching under limited time. Oper Res 70(4):2349–2383. https:// doi. org/ 

10. 1287/ opre. 2022. 2293
Atak Ü, Kaya T, Arslanoğlu Y (2021) Container terminal workload modeling using machine learning techniques. In 

Kahraman C, Cevik Onar S, Oztaysi B, Sari IU, Cebi S, Tolga AC (Eds.), Intelligent and fuzzy techniques: smart and 
innovative solutions, pp 1149–1155. Springer International Publishing

Azab A, Eltawil A (2016) A simulation based study of the effect of truck arrival patterns on truck turn time in con-
tainer terminals. ECMS. https:// doi. org/ 10. 7148/ 2016- 0080

Babica V, Sceulovs D, Rustenova E (2020) ICTE in Transportation and Logistics 2019. In: Ginters E, Estrada MAR, Eroles MAP 
(eds) Digitalization in maritime industry: prospects and pitfalls. Springer International Publishing, Cham, pp 20–27

Backman S, Huynh T (2018) Transfinite Ford–Fulkerson on a finite network. Computability 7(4):341–347. https:// doi. 
org/ 10. 3233/ COM- 180082

Bettilyon TE (2019) Types of Graphs, Weighted graph
Cammin P, Sarhani M, Heilig L, Voß S, Marcus A, Rosenzweig E (2020) Design user experience and usability. Case Studies 

in public and personal interactive systems 9th international conference DUXU 2020 Held as Part of the 22nd HCI 
International Conference HCII 2020 Copenhagen Denmark July 19–24 2020. In: Proceedings part iii applications of 
real-time data to reduce air emissions in maritime ports. Springer International Publishing, Cham, pp 31–48

Carlan V, Naudts D, Audenaert P, Lannoo B, Vanelslander T (2019) Toward implementing a fully automated truck guid-
ance system at a seaport: Identifying the roles, costs and benefits of logistics stakeholders. J Shipp Trade 4:12. 
https:// doi. org/ 10. 1186/ s41072- 019- 0054-5

https://doi.org/10.1109/ACCESS.2018.2888696
https://doi.org/10.3390/s20205794
https://spectrum.library.concordia.ca/983258/
https://doi.org/10.12716/1001.13.03.05
https://doi.org/10.1504/IJBIS.2020.105164
https://doi.org/10.1287/opre.2022.2293
https://doi.org/10.1287/opre.2022.2293
https://doi.org/10.7148/2016-0080
https://doi.org/10.3233/COM-180082
https://doi.org/10.3233/COM-180082
https://doi.org/10.1186/s41072-019-0054-5


Page 42 of 44Farzadmehr et al. Journal of Shipping and Trade            (2023) 8:27 

Carlson SC (2020) Graph theory. Encyclopedia Britannica. https:// www. brita nnica. com/ topic/ graph- theory
Chargui K, Zouadi T, Fallahi AE, Reghioui M, Aouam T (2021) A quay crane productivity predictive model for building 

accurate quay crane schedules. Supply Chain Forum Int J 22(2):136–156. https:// doi. org/ 10. 1080/ 16258 312. 2020. 
18318 89

Chui M, Manyika S, Miremadi M (2018) Notes from the AI frontier insights from hundreds of use cases. 
McKinsey&Company

Daitan (2021) ROI OF AI: THE COST-BENEFIT OF YOUR NEXT PROJECT. https:// www. daitan. com/ blog- post/ roi- of- ai- theco 
st- benefi t- of- your- nextp rojec t/#: ~: text= Accor ding% 20to% 20a% 202019% 20McK insey ,a% 20sig nific ant% 20num 
ber% 20of% 20com panies

Darendeli A, Alparslan A, Erdoğan MS, Kabadurmuş Ö (2021) Container demand forecasting using machine learning 
methods: a real case study from Turkey. In: Durakbasa NM, Gençyılmaz MG (eds) Digital conversion on the way to 
industry 4.0. Springer International Publishing, pp 842–852

Davenport TH (2018) The AI advantage: how to put the artificial intelligence revolution to work. MIT Press
de León AD, Lalla-Ruiz E, Melian-Batist B, Moreno-Vega JM (2017) A machine learning-based system for berth sched-

uling at bulk terminals. Expert Syst Appl 87:170–182. https:// doi. org/ 10. 1016/j. eswa. 2017. 06. 010
DeChant JR (2019) 13 smart port benefits to increase ROI, safety, and smarter choices. Adv Polym Coat
Dickerson JP, Sankararaman KA, Srinivasan A, Xu P (2021) Allocation Problems in Ride-sharing PlatformsACM Trans Econ 

Comput 9(3):1–17. https:// doi. org/ 10. 1145/ 34567 56
EI Mekkaoui S, Benabbou L, Berrado A (2020) A way toward low-carbon shipping: improving port operations plan-

ning using machine learning. Tackling Climate Change with Machine Learning Workshop at NeurIPS 2020
ESPO (2021) Europe’s ports at the crossroads of transitions. https:// www. espo. be/ media/ Deloi tte- ESPO% 20stu dy% 20-% 

20Eur ope% E2% 80% 99s% 20por ts% 20at% 20the% 20cro ssroa ds% 20of% 20tra nsiti ons_1. pdf
Fenoaltea EM, Baybusinov IB, Zhao J, Zhou L, Zhang YC (2021) The stable marriage problem: An interdisciplinary review 

from the physicist’s perspective. Phys Rep 917:1–79
Flach PA (2012) Machine learning the art and science of algorithms that make sense of data. Cambridge University Press
Flapper E (2020) ETA prediction for vessels using machine learning, Essay (Bachelor)
Fruth M, Teuteberg F (2017) Digitization in maritime logistics—What is there and what is missing? Cogent Bus Manag 

4(1):1411066. https:// doi. org/ 10. 1080/ 23311 975. 2017. 14110 66
Gale D, Shapley LS (1962) College admissions and the stability of marriage. Am Math Mon 69(1)L9–15. https:// doi. 

org/ 10. 2307/ 23127 26
Gao Y, Chang D, Chen CH, Fang T (2018) Deep learning with long short-term memory recurrent neural network for daily 

container volumes of storage yard predictions in port. In: 2018 International Conference on Cyberworlds (CW), 
Singapore, 2018, pp 427–430. https:// doi. org/ 10. 1109/ CW. 2018. 00083

Gao Y, Chang D, Fang T, Fan Y (2019) The daily container volumes prediction of storage yard in port with long short-term 
memory recurrent neural network. J Adv Transport 2019:1–11. https:// doi. org/ 10. 1155/ 2019/ 57646 02

Garrido J, Saurí S, Marrero Á, Gül Ü, Rúa C (2020) Predicting the future capacity and dimensions of container ships. Trans-
port Res  Record 2674(9):177–190

Gelain M, Pini MS, Rossi F, Venable KB, Walsh T (2010) Local search algorithms on the stable marriage problem: experi-
mental studies. In: ECAI 2010. IOS Press, pp 1085-1086

Giannakopoulos I, Karras P, Tsoumakos D, Doka K, Koziris N (2015) An Equitable Solution to the Stable Marriage Problem. 
In: 2015 IEEE 27th International Conference on Tools with Artificial Intelligence (ICTAI), Vietri sul Mare, Italy, 2015, pp 
989–996. https:// doi. org/ 10. 1109/ ICTAI. 2015. 142

Gillis P, Van Hoecke S, Vantorr M (2017) Data-driven fouling detection of sea-going ships. http:// lib. ugent. be/ catal og/ 
rug01: 00236 7141

Heilig L, Stahlbock R, Voß S (2020) From digitalization to data-driven decision making in container terminals. Hand-
book of Terminal Planning. Operations Research/Computer Science Interfaces Series 125. https:// doi. org/ 10. 
1007/ 978-3- 030- 39990-0_6

IDlab Antwerp (2020a) AI4FOODLOGISTICS end-to-end optimization of the logistics chain for fresh food. https:// 
drupal. imec- int. com/ sites/ defau lt/ files/ 2021- 09/ imec. icon% 20gen eral% 20inf osess ion% 202021- 2. pdf

IDlab Antwerp (2020b) Novel inland waterway transport concepts for moving freight effectively. https:// novim ove. 
eu/ 2020/

IDlab Antwerp (2020c) Resource efficient AI. https:// resea rchpo rtal. be/ en/ proje ct/ fland ers- ai
IDlab Antwerp (2021) Enabling autonomous barges in urban waterways through low-cost sensor 

systems(SmartWaterWay). https:// www. imec- int. com/ en/ resea rch- portf olio/ smart water way
IDlab Antwerp (2022a) Real-time data-assisted process development and production in chemical applications. 

https:// catal isti. be/ proje ct/ dap% C2% B2chem/
IDlab Antwerp (2022b) Simulation based testing of large scale internet of things applications. https:// www. resea 

rchpo rtal. be/ en/ proje ct/ simul ation- based- testi ng- large- scale- inter net- things- appli catio ns
IDlab Gent (2019) Toward implementing a fully automated truck guidance system at a seaport. https:// resea rchpo rtal. be/ 

en/ publi cation/ toward- imple menti ng- fully- autom ated- truck- guida nce- system- seapo rt
IDlab Gent (2020a) Community-empowered Sustainable Multi-Vector Energy Islands. http:// www. rener getic. eu/
IDlab Gent (2020b) Dapper: Energyville and Ughent make building-integrated photovoltaics more predictable, reliable 

and traceable in the Dapper project. https:// www. energ yville. be/ en/ resea rch/ dapper- energ yville- and- ughent- 
make- build ing- integ rated- photo volta ics- more- predi ctable

IDlab Gent (2021) Induflexcontrol: control algorithms for flexibility in power-to-x and industrial processes. https:// www. 
energ yville. be/ en/ resea rch/ indufl exco ntrol- contr ol- algor ithms- flexi bility- power-x- and- indus trial- proce sses

IDlab Gent (2023) Achieve a better planning of the maintenance work by gaining more insight into the environmental 
factors. https:// www. blauw eclus ter. be/ proje ct/ opal

Iwama K, Miyazaki S, Yanagisawa H (2010) Approximation algorithms for the sex-equal stable marriage problem. ACM 
Trans Algorithms 7(1):1–17. https:// doi. org/ 10. 1145/ 18682 37. 18682 39

https://www.britannica.com/topic/graph-theory
https://doi.org/10.1080/16258312.2020.1831889
https://doi.org/10.1080/16258312.2020.1831889
https://www.daitan.com/blog-post/roi-of-ai-thecost-benefit-of-your-nextproject/#:~:text=According%20to%20a%202019%20McKinsey,a%20significant%20number%20of%20companies
https://www.daitan.com/blog-post/roi-of-ai-thecost-benefit-of-your-nextproject/#:~:text=According%20to%20a%202019%20McKinsey,a%20significant%20number%20of%20companies
https://www.daitan.com/blog-post/roi-of-ai-thecost-benefit-of-your-nextproject/#:~:text=According%20to%20a%202019%20McKinsey,a%20significant%20number%20of%20companies
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.eswa.2017.06.010
https://doi.org/10.1145/3456756
https://www.espo.be/media/Deloitte-ESPO%20study%20-%20Europe%E2%80%99s%20ports%20at%20the%20crossroads%20of%20transitions_1.pdf
https://www.espo.be/media/Deloitte-ESPO%20study%20-%20Europe%E2%80%99s%20ports%20at%20the%20crossroads%20of%20transitions_1.pdf
https://doi.org/10.1080/23311975.2017.1411066
https://doi.org/10.2307/2312726
https://doi.org/10.2307/2312726
https://doi.org/10.1109/CW.2018.00083
https://doi.org/10.1155/2019/5764602
https://doi.org/10.1109/ICTAI.2015.142
http://lib.ugent.be/catalog/rug01:002367141
http://lib.ugent.be/catalog/rug01:002367141
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-39990-0_6
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-39990-0_6
https://drupal.imec-int.com/sites/default/files/2021-09/imec.icon%20general%20infosession%202021-2.pdf
https://drupal.imec-int.com/sites/default/files/2021-09/imec.icon%20general%20infosession%202021-2.pdf
https://novimove.eu/2020/
https://novimove.eu/2020/
https://researchportal.be/en/project/flanders-ai
https://www.imec-int.com/en/research-portfolio/smartwaterway
https://catalisti.be/project/dap%C2%B2chem/
https://www.researchportal.be/en/project/simulation-based-testing-large-scale-internet-things-applications
https://www.researchportal.be/en/project/simulation-based-testing-large-scale-internet-things-applications
https://researchportal.be/en/publication/toward-implementing-fully-automated-truck-guidance-system-seaport
https://researchportal.be/en/publication/toward-implementing-fully-automated-truck-guidance-system-seaport
http://www.renergetic.eu/
https://www.energyville.be/en/research/dapper-energyville-and-ughent-make-building-integrated-photovoltaics-more-predictable
https://www.energyville.be/en/research/dapper-energyville-and-ughent-make-building-integrated-photovoltaics-more-predictable
https://www.energyville.be/en/research/induflexcontrol-control-algorithms-flexibility-power-x-and-industrial-processes
https://www.energyville.be/en/research/induflexcontrol-control-algorithms-flexibility-power-x-and-industrial-processes
https://www.blauwecluster.be/project/opal
https://doi.org/10.1145/1868237.1868239


Page 43 of 44Farzadmehr et al. Journal of Shipping and Trade            (2023) 8:27  

Jeevan J, Ghaderi H, Bandara YM, Saharuddin AH, Othman MR (2015) The implications of the growth of port throughput 
on the port capacity: the case of Malaysian major container seaports. Int J E-Navig Marit Econ 3:84–98. https:// doi. 
org/ 10. 1016/j. enavi. 2015. 12. 008

Jin Z, Lin X, Zang L, Liu W, Xiao X (2021) Lane allocation optimization in container seaport gate system considering 
carbon emissions. Sustainability 13:3628. https:// doi. org/ 10. 3390/ su130 73628

Karam A, Azab A, Eltawil A, Reinau K (2019) Collaboration in truck appointment system in container terminals. https:// doi. 
org/ 10. 5278/ ojs. td. v26i1. 5093

Kim J, Kim W (2018) Queueing analysis of port systems with offshore container unloading: queueing analysis of mobile 
harbor system. Ind Eng Manag Syst 17:281–293

Kim KH, Park KT (2003) A note on a dynamic space-allocation method for outbound containers. Eur J Oper Res 148(1):92–
101. https:// doi. org/ 10. 1016/ S0377- 2217(02) 00333-8

Kitahara M, Okumura Y (2021) Improving efficiency in school choice under partial priorities. Int J Game Theory 50:971–
987. https:// doi. org/ 10. 1007/ s00182- 021- 00777-x

Kourounioti I, Polydoropoulou A, Tsiklidis C (2016) Development of models predicting dwell time of import containers in 
port container terminals–an Artificial Neural Networks application. Transport Res Procedia 14:243–252. https:// doi. 
org/ 10. 1016/j. trpro. 2016. 05. 061

Kuhn HW (1956) Variants of the hungarian method for assignment problems. Nav Res Logist Q 3(4):253–258. https:// doi. 
org/ 10. 1002/ nav. 38000 30404

Kunnapapdeelert S, Thepmongkorn S (2020) Thailand port throughput prediction via particle swarm optimization based 
neural network. J Appl Eng Sci 18(3):338–345. https:// doi. org/ 10. 5937/ jaes18- 25687

Lee H-T, Lee J-S, Son W-J, Cho I-S (2020) Development of machine learning strategy for predicting the risk range of ship’s 
berthing velocity. J f Mar Sci Eng 8(5):376. https:// doi. org/ 10. 3390/ jmse8 050376

Luo Y, Huang L (2020) Port Short-Term Truck Flow Forecasting Model Based on Wavelet Neural Network. In: 2020 Inter-
national Conference on Intelligent Transportation, Big Data & Smart City (ICITBS), Vientiane, Laos, 2020, pp 43–47. 
https:// doi. org/ 10. 1109/ ICITB S49701. 2020. 00017

Ma Y, Wang Z, Yang H, Yang L (2020) Artificial intelligence applications in the development of autonomous vehicles: a 
survey. IEEE/CAA J Autom Sinica 7(2):315–329. https:// doi. org/ 10. 1109/ JAS. 2020. 10030 21

Martins V, Fernandes Ramos R, Cepeda FS, Caprace J (2020) A dynamic port congestion indicator – a case study of the 
port of Rio de Janeiro. In: 28th International Congress on Waterborne Transportation, Shipbuilding and Offshore 
ConstructionsAt: Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. https:// doi. org/ 10. 17648/ sobena- 2020- 122856

Mckinsey (2019) Global AI Survey: AI proves its worth, but few scale impact, Mckinsey website
Meijer R (2017) Predicting the ETA of a container vessel based on route identification using AIS data [Master, Delft 

University of Technology]. https:// repos itory. tudel ft. nl/ islan dora/ object/ uuid% 3Acba 0ef59- dd23- 49aa- 91d5- bed23 
9e273 95

Mi C, Wang J, Mi W, Huang Y, Zhang Z, Yang Y, Jiang J, Octavian P (2019) Research on regional clustering and two-stage 
SVM method for container truck recognition. Discrete Contin Dyn Syst S 12:1117–1133. https:// doi. org/ 10. 3934/ 
dcdss. 20190 77

Micali S, Vazirani VV (1980) An O(v|v| c |E|) algoithm for finding maximum matching in general graphs. In: 21st Annual 
symposium on foundations of computer science (Sfcs 1980), pp 17–27. https:// doi. org/ 10. 1109/ SFCS. 1980. 12

Michail K, Deliparaschos KM, Tzafestas SG, Zolotas AC (2015) AI-based actuator/sensor fault detection with low computa-
tional cost for industrial applications. IEEE Trans Control Syst Technol  24(1):293–301

Motwani R (1994) Average-case analysis of algorithms for matchings and related problems. J ACM 41(6):1329–1356. 
https:// doi. org/ 10. 1145/ 195613. 195663

Moscoso-López JA, Urda D, Ruiz-Aguilar JJ, González-Enrique J, Turias IJ (2021) A machine learning-based forecasting 
system of perishable cargo flow in maritime transport. Neurocomputing 452:487–497. https:// doi. org/ 10. 1016/j. 
neucom. 2019. 10. 121

Murphy KP (2012) Machine learning: a probabilistic perspective. MIT press
Nassir N, Zheng H, Hickman M (2014) Efficient negative cycle-canceling algorithm for finding the optimal traffic routing 

for network evacuation with nonuniform threats. Transp Res Rec 2459(1):81–90. https:// doi. org/ 10. 3141/ 2459- 10
Niestadt M, Debyser A, Scordamaglia D, Pape M (2019) Artificial intelligence in transport Current and future develop-

ments, opportunities and challenges. European Parliamentary Research Service.https:// www. europ arl. europa. eu/ 
RegDa ta/ etudes/ BRIE/ 2019/ 635609/ EPRS_ BRI(2019) 635609_ EN. pdf

Orlin JB (1997) A polynomial time primal network simplex algorithm for minimum cost flows. Math Program 78(2):109–
129. https:// doi. org/ 10. 1007/ BF026 14365

Oucheikh R, Löfström T, Ahlberg E, Carlsson L (2021) Rolling cargo management using a deep reinforcement learning 
approach. Logistics 5(1):10. https:// doi. org/ 10. 3390/ logis tics5 010010

Panchapakesan A, Abielmona R, Falcon R, Petriu E (2018) Prediction of container damage insurance claims for optimized 
maritime port operations. Canadian Conference on AI

Parolas I (2016) ETA prediction for containerships at the Port of Rotterdam using Machine Learning Techniques [Master, 
Delft University of Technology]. https:// repos itory. tudel ft. nl

Ramadhan F, Wasesa M (2020) Agent-based truck appointment system for containers pick-up time negotiation. IJCCS 
14:81. https:// doi. org/ 10. 22146/ ijccs. 51274

Roth AE (1984) The evolution of the labor market for medical interns and residents: a case study in game theory. J Polit 
Econ 92(6):991–1016. https:// doi. org/ 10. 1086/ 261272

Roth AE, Vate JH (1990) Random paths to stability in two-sided matching. Econometrica 58(6):1475–1480. https:// doi. 
org/ 10. 2307/ 29383 26

Sadiq RB, Safie N, Abd Rahman AH, Goudarzi S (2021) Artificial intelligence maturity model: a systematic literature review. 
PeerJ Comput Sci ;7:e661. https:// doi. org/ 10. 7717/ peerj- cs. 661

Shahpanah A, Hashemi A, Zahraee S, Helmi S (2014a) Reduction of ship waiting time at port container terminal through 
enhancement of the tug/pilot machine operation. Jurnal Teknologi 68:63–66. https:// doi. org/ 10. 11113/ jt. v68. 2931

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.enavi.2015.12.008
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.enavi.2015.12.008
https://doi.org/10.3390/su13073628
https://doi.org/10.5278/ojs.td.v26i1.5093
https://doi.org/10.5278/ojs.td.v26i1.5093
https://doi.org/10.1016/S0377-2217(02)00333-8
https://doi.org/10.1007/s00182-021-00777-x
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.trpro.2016.05.061
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.trpro.2016.05.061
https://doi.org/10.1002/nav.3800030404
https://doi.org/10.1002/nav.3800030404
https://doi.org/10.5937/jaes18-25687
https://doi.org/10.3390/jmse8050376
https://doi.org/10.1109/ICITBS49701.2020.00017
https://doi.org/10.1109/JAS.2020.1003021
https://doi.org/10.17648/sobena-2020-122856
https://repository.tudelft.nl/islandora/object/uuid%3Acba0ef59-dd23-49aa-91d5-bed239e27395
https://repository.tudelft.nl/islandora/object/uuid%3Acba0ef59-dd23-49aa-91d5-bed239e27395
https://doi.org/10.3934/dcdss.2019077
https://doi.org/10.3934/dcdss.2019077
https://doi.org/10.1109/SFCS.1980.12
https://doi.org/10.1145/195613.195663
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.neucom.2019.10.121
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.neucom.2019.10.121
https://doi.org/10.3141/2459-10
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2019/635609/EPRS_BRI(2019)635609_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2019/635609/EPRS_BRI(2019)635609_EN.pdf
https://doi.org/10.1007/BF02614365
https://doi.org/10.3390/logistics5010010
https://repository.tudelft.nl
https://doi.org/10.22146/ijccs.51274
https://doi.org/10.1086/261272
https://doi.org/10.2307/2938326
https://doi.org/10.2307/2938326
https://doi.org/10.7717/peerj-cs.661
https://doi.org/10.11113/jt.v68.2931


Page 44 of 44Farzadmehr et al. Journal of Shipping and Trade            (2023) 8:27 

Shahpanah A, Poursafary S, Shariatmadari S, Gholamkhasi A (2014b) Optimization waiting time at berthing area of port 
container terminal with hybrid genetic algorithm (GA) and artificial neural network (ANN). Adv Mater Res 902:431. 
https:// doi. org/ 10. 4028/ www. scien tific. net/ AMR. 902. 431

Sharif O, Huynh N, Chowdhury M, Vidal JM (2012) An Agent-based solution framework for inter-block yard crane schedul-
ing problems. Int J Transp Sci Technol 1(2):109–130. https:// doi. org/ 10. 1260/ 2046- 0430.1. 2. 109

Shepherd B, Zhang L (1999) A cycle augmentation algorithm for minimum cost multicommodity flows on a ring. 
Seamless interconnection for universal services. In: Global telecommunications conference. GLOBECOM’99. (Cat. 
No.99CH37042), 2, 1535–1543 vol.2. https:// doi. org/ 10. 1109/ GLOCOM. 1999. 830037

Shen Y, Zhao N, Xia M, Du X (2017) A deep Q-learning network for ship stowage planning problem. Polish Marit Res 
24(95):102. https:// doi. org/ 10. 1515/ pomr- 2017- 0111

Skiena S (1990) The cycle structure of permutations 1.2.4. In: Implementing discrete mathematics: combinatorics and 
graph theory with mathematica, Addison-Wesley, Reading, 20

Song J, Kim D, Kang K (2020) Automated procurement of training data for machine learning algorithm on ship detection 
using AIS information. Remote Sens 2020:12. https:// doi. org/ 10. 3390/ rs120 91443

Stepec D, Martincic T, Klein F, Vladusic D, Costa JP (2020) Machine learning based system for vessel turnaround time 
prediction. In: 2020 21st IEEE international conference on mobile data management (MDM), Versailles, France, 2020, 
pp 258–263. https:// doi. org/ 10. 1109/ MDM48 529. 2020. 00060

Stojaković M, Twrdy E (2021) Determining the optimal number of yard trucks in smaller container terminals. Eur Transp 
Res Rev 13(1):22. https:// doi. org/ 10. 1186/ s12544- 021- 00482-6

Tarjan RE (1997) Dynamic trees as search trees via euler tours, applied to the network simplex algorithm. Math Program 
78(2):169–177. https:// doi. org/ 10. 1007/ BF026 14369

Viellechner A, Spinler S (2020) Novel data analytics meets conventional container shipping: predicting delays by compar-
ing various machine learning algorithms. In: Proceedings of the 53rd hawaii international conference on system 
sciences

Wang L, Zhu X (2019) Container loading optimization in rail-truck intermodal terminals considering energy consumption. 
Sustainability 11:2383. https:// doi. org/ 10. 3390/ su110 82383

Wang ZX, Chan FTS, Chung SH, Niu B (2015) Minimization of delay and travel time of yard trucks in container terminals 
using an improved GA with guidance search. Math Probl Eng. https:// doi. org/ 10. 1155/ 2015/ 710565

Wang Y, Shi G, Sun X (2018) A forecast model of the number of containers for containership voyage. Algorithms 
11(12):193. https:// doi. org/ 10. 3390/ a1112 0193

Xiaoju Z, Zeng Q, Chen W (2013) optimization model for truck appointment in container terminals. Procedia Soc Behav 
Sci 96:1938–1947. https:// doi. org/ 10. 1016/j. sbspro. 2013. 08. 219

Xie G, Zhang N, Wang S (2017) Data characteristic analysis and model selection for container throughput forecasting 
within a decomposition-ensemble methodology. Transp Res E Logistics Transp Rev 108:160-178. https:// doi. org/ 10. 
1016/j. tre. 2017. 08. 015

Yan R, Wang S, Peng C (2021) An artificial intelligence model considering data imbalance for ship selection in port state 
control based on detention probabilities. J Comput Sci 48:101257. https:// doi. org/ 10. 1016/j. jocs. 2020. 101257

Yang C-H, Chang P-Y (2020) Forecasting the demand for container throughput using a mixed-precision neural architec-
ture based on CNN–LSTM October 2020. Mathematics 2020:8. https:// doi. org/ 10. 3390/ math8 101784

Zhang C, Guan H, Yuan Y, Chen W, Wu T (2020) Machine learning-driven algorithms for the container relocation problem. 
Transp Res Part B Methodol 139:102–131. https:// doi. org/ 10. 1016/j. trb. 2020. 05. 017

Publisher’s Note
Springer Nature remains neutral with regard to jurisdictional claims in published maps and institutional affiliations.

https://doi.org/10.4028/www.scientific.net/AMR.902.431
https://doi.org/10.1260/2046-0430.1.2.109
https://doi.org/10.1109/GLOCOM.1999.830037
https://doi.org/10.1515/pomr-2017-0111
https://doi.org/10.3390/rs12091443
https://doi.org/10.1109/MDM48529.2020.00060
https://doi.org/10.1186/s12544-021-00482-6
https://doi.org/10.1007/BF02614369
https://doi.org/10.3390/su11082383
https://doi.org/10.1155/2015/710565
https://doi.org/10.3390/a11120193
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.sbspro.2013.08.219
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.tre.2017.08.015
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.tre.2017.08.015
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jocs.2020.101257
https://doi.org/10.3390/math8101784
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.trb.2020.05.017

	Contemporary challenges and AI solutions in port operations: applying Gale–Shapley algorithm to find best matches
	Abstract 
	Introduction
	Approach
	Matching algorithm
	Identifying port challenges
	Identifying AI solutions

	Literature review
	Literature review regarding matching algorithms
	Modified Gale–Shapley matching algorithm
	Phase 1. Proposing by challenges
	Phase 2. Proposing by AI solutions
	Phase 3. Comparing pairs that are made in phases 1 and 2


	Maritime challenges and AI solutions
	Case study: matching AI solutions and challenges
	Input of matching algorithm
	AI solutions’ preferences list
	Challenges’ preferences list

	Result of the matching algorithm
	Result of phase1
	Result of phase 2
	Result of phase 3

	Managerial implications
	Managerial implication 1
	Managerial implication 2
	Managerial implication 3
	Managerial implication 4

	Theoretical implications
	Theoretical implication 1
	Theoretical implication 2


	Conclusion
	Appendices
	Appendix 1
	Appendix 2
	Appendix 3
	Appendix 4

	Acknowledgements
	References


